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The current issue of Vibrant reflects the vitality of both the journal and the anthropology produced 

nationally and internationally by Brazilian anthropologists, whether working as individual researchers or 

through their dialogues, research networks and collaborative activities in international settings. Over the 

course of 2022 we published a diverse series of articles submitted to the journal independently. Covering a 

wide variety of themes, the nine articles making up this section explore the interactions between anthropology 

and other sciences, the challenges of the final years of the Bolsonaro government, activism in prisons, and 

the epistemological challenges of our métier ranging from an analysis of the classics to contemporary issues. 

The articles compose, then, a brief but expressive mosaic of the discipline’s fields and approaches in which 

traditional and contemporary themes of anthropological inquiry converge, interrogating Brazil’s excruciating 

reality over recent years. This is a theme also vividly present in two of the dossiers contained in this issue, 

which examine the ways in which a considerable portion of the Brazilian population (and beyond) has been 

vilified and their rights abused. Faced with this scenario, issues of gender and violence (Pereira, 2022) and 

forms of control and mobility (Rodrigues, 2022), as well as issues related to travestis, are examined in diverse 

contexts and through distinct approaches that mutually enhance one another. 

1



Andréa de Souza Lobo; Antonio Carlos de Souza Lima Vibrant v.19

The social forms of violence, which appear in different contributions to the issue, emerge in the work 

of Natalia Lago (2022) and her examination of the reality of the prison population, an important topic also 

addressed in the second part of the dossier “Indigenous Peoples, tribunals, prisons, and legal and public 

processes in Brazil and Canada,” organized by Stephen Grant Baines and Bruce Granville Miller (2021), the first 

part of which was published in Issue 18 of Vibrant. This dossier focuses on imprisoned indigenous persons, 

victims of layers of institutionalized violence. Contexts explored include those of Mato Grosso do Sul state 

(Aguilera Urquiza, Penteado Junior & Galícia, 2022) during the Covid-19 pandemic, São Gabriel da Cachoeira on 

the Upper Rio Negro in Amazonas state (Jucá, 2022), or, within the framework of interdisciplinary dialogues, 

the work of lawyers Ela Wiecko Wolkmer de Castilho and Tédney Moreira da Silva (2022). The dossier continues 

with studies exploring the diverse ways through which State institutions and judicial/public proceedings 

frequently serve interests adverse – when not directly opposed – to those of indigenous peoples in both Brazil 

and Canada. The dossier thus concludes with important comparative reflections on indigenous contexts and 

their relations with nation states.

The direction taken by Brazil in the years from 2019 to 2022 in terms of indigenist policies, led by a 

government ideologically aligned with the principles of the international far right, is examined in the work 

of Rufino (2022), an important reflection in a setting rife with all kinds of social tensions, as observable in this 

post-election moment of Brazil in late 2022.

The mosaic of anthropological work refracted here also includes dialogues with fields of knowledge such 

as engineering and mathematics (Kelly, 2022), the interactions between sensory experiences in music and the 

use of audiovisual media (Villela, 2022), or the exploration of the urban, a privileged thematic area in Brazilian 

anthropology as elsewhere, here set in dialogue with sociology and especially geography (Espinosa, 2022). These 

reflections are complemented by others on science in general (Marini & Marras, 2022) and anthropology in 

particular, whose historical trajectories are explored by João de Pina-Cabral in a shrewd essay (Pina-Cabral, 2022) 

surveying a new collection of books and, especially, the diversity of the discipline’s contemporary practices. 

These are likewise examined in the dossier “Reflections on Anthropological Practice Around the World,” the 

second issue of the Global Anthropological Dialogues section, inaugurated in the previous issue of Vibrant, which 

aims to provide an account of the international dialogues between the anthropology of and about Brazil and 

other world anthropologies, recognizing not only the need to surmount linguistic and hegemonic barriers 

but also pointing to the contemporary reality of the output of our intense joint efforts achieved with and 

through relations with colleagues from all over the world. Organized by Carmen Rial and Virginia Dominguez 

(Dominguez & Rial, 2022), the dossier contains papers by anthropologists from different anthropological 

associations in the context of the Global Survey on Anthropological Practice (GSAP). The reflections published 

here stem from the decisions to conduct the survey on a global scale taken through the network of the World 

Council of Anthropological Associations (WCAA), created in 2004 under the leadership of Gustavo Lins Ribeiro 

in Brazil, during the 24th Brazilian Anthropology Meeting, the survey was affirmed at the biennial meeting of 

the WCAA held in Taipei in October 2014 (Nešković, Mathur, McGrath, Accaioli, Millar & Metzner, 2022). The 

texts cover a variety of themes in the different national settings included in the survey (on its general aspects, 

see MacGrath, Accaioli, Millard, Metzner, Nešković & Vucinic, 2022). In this dossier we find a detailed reflection 

on specific scenarios like those of Brazil (Rial & Machado, 2022) Argentina (Ferrero, 2022) and China, including 

Hong Kong (Fan, 2022; Mathews, 2022), among others, as well as broader aspects present across multiple spaces.

Finally, and extremely important for innumerable reasons, the dossier “Covid-19 in Brazil” provides space 

for the exploration of a multitude of perspectives on the Covid-19 pandemic, stemming from diverse themes 

and fields of anthropological research. Organized by Jean Segata, Marcia Grisotti and Rozeli Porto (Segata, 

Grisotti & Porto, 2022), the dossier highlights the singular forms and effects of the pandemic in the Brazilian 

setting – effects conceived as part of the social impacts of the same far-right administration governing the 
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country from 2019 to the end of this year. The research informing the dossier has generated knowledge that can 

assist in the reconstruction of policies designed to mitigate the pandemic’s impacts, both through the advance 

of scientific knowledge (especially anthropological) and in areas more directly linked to studies of health, or on 

numerous other aspects. The articles making up the dossier provide comparative viewpoints, coauthorships 

between researchers with varied levels of training, multidisciplinary approaches in dialogue with anthropology, 

and perspectives on the realities faced by Brazil as seen from abroad. It thus contains a valuable series of 

studies, many of them derived from contributions to the important Rede COVID-19 Humanidades MCTI (Covid-19 

Humanities MCTI Network), dealing with a variety of topics pertaining to the Brazilian pandemic context, 

furnishing ample material for comparative works at international level.

We wish everyone an excellent read and a fine end to the year.

The Editors
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