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ABSTRACT

This descriptive, retrospective documental
study was performed with the objective to
analyze the dissertations produced in the
Graduate and Master’s in Nursing Program
at Universidade Federal do Parana, consid-
ering the adjustment of its lines of research.
To do this, a critical reading was performed
of the abstracts and thematic analysis was
used to look at the dissertations and their
inclusion in the lines of research, as well as
the methods, approaches, subjects, loca-
tion and research techniques used. A total
64 abstracts were analyzed from disserta-
tions that were available online. Of the
analyzed productions most make a qualita-
tive focus and use interviews. It was found
that the dissertations are in line with the
lines of research proposed in the Master’s
Degree in Program and their analysis can
contribute to re-dimensioning pathways,
research lines and studies that the program
has developed.
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RESUMO

Trata-se de estudo descritivo, retrospecti-
vo e documental com objetivo de analisar
as dissertagGes produzidas pelo Curso de
Mestrado em Enfermagem do Programa
de P6s-Graduagdo em Enfermagem da Uni-
versidade Federal do Parand, considerando
0 ajustamento de suas linhas de pesquisa.
Para tanto foi realizada leitura critica dos
resumos e analise da tematica das disser-
tagBes e da inser¢do na linha de pesqui-
sa, bem como de métodos, abordagens,
sujeitos, local, instrumentos e técnicas de
pesquisa. Foram analisados 64 resumos
de disserta¢es disponiveis on-line. Das
produgdes analisadas ha predominancia
do enfoque qualitativo e da utilizagdo de
entrevista. Verificou-se que as dissertages
tém anuéncia com as linhas de pesquisa
do Programa do Curso de Mestrado e sua
andlise pode contribuir para o redimensio-
namento de caminhos, linhas e pesquisas
que o programa tem desenvolvido.
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RESUMEN

Estudio descriptivo, retrospectivo, docu-
mental, que objetivé analizar las diserta-
ciones generadas en el Curso de Maestria
en Enfermeria del Programa de Posgradua-
cion en Enfermeria de la Universidad Fe-
deral de Parand, considerando el ajuste de
sus lineas investigativas. Para ello se realizd
lectura critica de los resimenes y analisis
de la tematica de las disertaciones y de la
insercion en la linea investigativa, asi como
de métodos, abordajes, sujetos, lugares,
instrumentos y técnicas de investigacion.
Se analizaron 64 resimenes de disertacio-
nes disponibles online. Entre el material
analizado hay predominio del enfoque cua-
litativo y utilizacién de entrevista. Se veri-
ficd que las disertaciones tienen anuencia
con las lineas investigativas del Programa
del Curso de Maestria y su analisis puede
contribuir al redimensionamiento de cami-
nos, lineas e investigaciones que el progra-
ma ha desarrollado.
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INTRODUCTION

The advancements in science and technology demand
a broad opening to diversity and interdisciplinarity of
knowledge, as well as an environment that promotes rela-
tionships and interactions centered on developing knowl-
edge and practices, which result in new technology and
knowledge in view of improving human life. In this set-
ting, it is considered that knowledge development is the
fruit of social dynamics, considering the dictates of time
and changes that took place in society. Therefore, the
knowledge developed in Nursing shows, over time, to be
in line with the social demands and the population’s cop-
ing needs, especially in the construction of its scientificity,
as it represents the fulcrum of care for those who nurses
dedicate their practice®.

In this panorama, Graduate Studies (GS) consist of
a place of practice that permits the development of re-
searchers, investigative actions, and processes for pro-
ducing new knowledge and technology®?. GS emerged in
Brazil in the 1960s, approved by the Federal
Education Committee, through the Sucupira
review number 977/65, and instituted by
the University Reform in 1968. Its expansion
occurred in the 1990s, increasing its areas of
knowledge, searching answers to the needs
of preparing qualified faculty to meet the
expansion of higher education in the coun-
try, and improve their investigative skills of
universities by preparing new researchers®.

The main line of the First National Grad-
uate Plan (1975-1979) was the proposal to
expand GS. It emphasized the need to pre-
pare faculty for higher education, research-
ers for scientific work, and high level profes-
sionals for the work market at private and
public institutions, based on a more balanced structure
between areas and regions.

The Second National Graduate Plan (1982-1985),
despite having as their main focus to prepare qualified
human resources for faculty, research and technical ac-
tivities with a view to serving the public and private sec-
tors, was already concerned with the quality of gradu-
ate studies. Its main purpose was to institutionalize and
improve the evaluation that had been in use since 1976,
aiming at quality in preparing professionals as well as in
performing studies. It contemplated the possibility of
graduate models in view of the differences between ar-
eas and regions®,

The Third National Graduate Plan (1986—1989) was
founded on the understanding that there was an in-
sufficient number of scientists to achieve full scientific
and technological capacity which, in turn, required the
preparation of high-level human resources. It, therefore,
emphasized the development of research through the
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university and the integration of graduate studies to the
national system of science and technology, stressing the
need to institutionalize and expand research as an ele-
ment inseparable from graduate studies. As in previous
Plans, it reinforced the proposal of different models of
graduate studies to supply the different areas of knowl-
edge and regions®.

Based on this retrospective it is observed that the
policy of graduate studies in Brazil was, initially, directed
developing university faculty. Next, it was concerned with
the performance of the graduate system, and, finally, with
the development of scientific and technological research
in universities and meeting the national priorities”. How-
ever, there has always been an inquietude regarding the
regional unbalances and the flexibility of the GS model®.

New knowledge is important for nursing and health
in order to develop both scientific and technologically?®,
and is provided by the advances in nursing studies and
because of strictu sensu graduate studies from the 1970s
to the 20" century®'®, Graduate education, today, is a
consolidated segment of Brazilian education
that, over the last decades, has made sig-
nificant contributions to the development
of qualified human resources and to the
scientific development of the country. It has
a strategic role and, because of its level of
excellence, is among the main reasons that
permit the improvement of the educational
system as a whole®,

According to the Coordination for the Im-
provement of Higher Educational Personnel
(CAPES), Nursing in Brazil, on January 2011,
had 48 Graduate Programs, with a total 72
Courses distributed as follows: 42 Academic
Masters (AM); 23 Academic Doctorates (AC)
and 7 Professional Masters (PM). Of the 48
Programs, 21 received a score 3; 14 a score 4; nine a score
5, and four a score 6. Statistics show that in the year 2000
there were 16 programs, which reveals that the area in-
creased 300% over the last 10 years, that is, 32 Programs
as listed in the year 2000 evaluation*#13),

Aspects to be highlighted in the graduate programs are
the areas of concentration and the lines of research. The
area of concentration of a program means the boundaries
of the field of knowledge addressed in the investigation**,
while the lines of research are the stems from where the
classes and scientific production of a program derive, as
they emerge from concrete investigations that the faculty
is working on and what their research experience means,
and some of those studies can be grouped with a unit
that has thematic and theoretical meaning*®. The CNPq
provides another definition for the lines of research, stat-
ing that they represent agglutinating themes of scientific
studies that are founded on investigative tradition, which
originates projects that have similar results!*®.
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The Masters Program in Nursing (PPGENF) at the Fed-
eral University of Parana (UFPR) was established in 2002,
and has one area of concentration referred to as Profes-
sional Nursing Practice; four lines of research: Theoretical-
Philosophical Foundations of Care in Health and Nursing;
Health, Education, and Nursing Policies and Practices; The
Process of Care in Health and Nursing; Health and Quality
of Life; and a curriculum comprised by nine compulsory
and twenty optional classes.

The purpose of the Course has always ben to prepare in-
dividuals with a masters degree to work with teaching aimed
at the professional nursing practice, prepare them to devel-
op, practice, and evaluate teaching and nursing care technol-
ogies using different lines of knowledge, and prepare them
to produce research in association with professional nursing
practice, with a view to learn and teach through research.

The knowledge developed through GS can contribute
to establishing an effective articulation between univer-
sity and society, contemplating a variety of contexts in
nursing practice®. A question is thus made: what are the
relationships between the dissertations produced by the
Masters in Nursing Program at UFPR and the lines of re-
search of the referred Graduate Studies Program?

METHOD

This descriptive, retrospective and documental study
was performed by surveying the abstract of dissertations
developed and defended in the Masters in Nursing Pro-
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gram at UFPR, from the beginning of the course in 2002,
until December 2008, corresponding to 64 dissertations.

All abstracts were read and the following informa-
tion was obtained: central characteristics of the object of
study, objectives, and methodological framework. Data
were collected using a registration instrument that includ-
ed the following items: identifying number, theme, title
of dissertation, date of defense, methodological aspects,
and location/subjects involved. The theme item is related
to the subject that was addressed in the dissertation. This
classification permitted grouping the dissertations with
similar subjects.

The documental analysis and a new reading of the
abstract as a source of research provided the following
outcomes: a) analytical reading of 64 abstracts of disserta-
tions produced in the Masters Program between the years
2002 and 2008, which were available on the website of
the GS Program®¥; b) organizing and mapping the char-
acteristics of the dissertation, considering the theoretical
framework; approach method; procedure method; tech-
niques and instruments used for data collection; place of
study and subjects involved. The results were presented
according tot the lines of research, using descriptive lan-
guage, and were listed in charts.

RESULTS

Chart 1 lists the numbers of dissertations produced,
according to the line of research.

Chart 1 - Dissertations produced in the UFPR Nursing Graduate Couse, from 2002 to 2008, according to the line of research — Curitiba - 2008

Lines of research Dissertations
Theoretical-Philosophical Foundations of Care in Health and Nursing 17
Health, Education and Nursing Policies and Practices 11
The Process of Care in Health and Nursing 21
Health and Quality of Life 15

The Theoretical-Philosophical Foundations of Care in
Health and Nursing line of research is related to philosophi-
cal currents, theories, concepts, skills, and attitudes that
guide the knowledge and practice in health and nursing,
and was accounted for 17 dissertations, which involved
three different themes: Home care and its different con-
cepts (four dissertations); Care in the human transition pro-
cesses (five dissertations); Corporeity in the teaching and
care settings (two dissertations); Interpersonal relation-
ships in ICU care actions (one dissertation); Nurses’ process
of care (five dissertations). Chart 2 lists the descriptions of
the productions within this line of research.
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The line of research Health, Education, and Nursing
Policies and Practices is related with approaches involv-
ing pedagogy, policies, and education technology ap-
plied in the fields of health and nursing; the educational
dimension of work in health and nursing. There were 11
dissertations within this line, which covered three differ-
ent themes: Nursing education: historical and pedagogi-
cal aspects (three dissertations); Nursing education and
care in mental health (two dissertations); Technological
foundations of professional practice (four dissertations);
Nurses’ action (two dissertations). These dissertations are
detailed in Chart 3.
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Chart 2 — Description of the dissertations by identification number, theme, title, date of defense, methodological aspects, location /
subjects involved — Curitiba — 2008

. . . Date of Methodological Location /
D tation Titl
N Theme issertation itle defense Aspects subjects involved
1 Home care and Uma proposta de educagdo a distancia: October, Qualitative School/ Nurses
its different concepts capacitando enfermeiros tutores no 2004
Programa de Triagem Neonatal
2 Home care and O cuidado transpessoal de Enfermagem November, Qualitative Home/Mental disorder
its different concepts domiciliar ao portador de transtorno 2004 Case Study patients and their family
mental e sua familia
3 Care in human A (in)visibilidade da prética de cuidar do ~ November, Qualitative ICU/Health team
transition processes ser enfermeiro sob o olhar da equipe de 2004 Phenomenological
saude. Approach
4 Care in human Cuidado gerencial e geréncia do cuidado ~ November, Qualitative Health Units/Nurses
transition processes na interface da utilizagdo do sistema de 2004 Exploratory
informagao em saude pelo enfermeiro descriptive,
5 Care in human A transigao do ser adolescente puérpera December, Qualitative Hospital/Adolescent
transition processes ao papel materno sob o enfoque do 2004 Phenomenological
cuidado de Enfermagem Approach
6  Care in human O processo de transi¢do do ser February, Qualitative Research  Hospital/Adolescent
transition processes adolescente hospitalizado com doenga 2006 Care
cronica sob a 6tica da Enfermagem
7  Corporeity in teaching O verso e o reverso do corpo fumante: March, Case study Workers' Health
and care settings conflitos vivenciados 2006 Phenomenological Outpatient Clinic/
Approach Adults
8  Corporeity in teaching A sujeigao do corpo exaurido da June, Phenomenology Hospital/Nurses
and care settings enfermeira na sociedade contemporanea 2006
9  Home care and its Diretrizes para a organiza¢do do December, Exploratory, Health Units/health
different concepts atendimento domiciliar a satide: 2006 descriptive, rofessionals
contribuigdes da enfermeira qualitative
10 Interpersonal As relagdes interpessoais nas agdes de February Qualitative Hospital/Health
relationships cuidar em ambiente tecnologico 2007 Phenomenological Professionals
in ICU care actions hospitalar Approach
11 Nurses' process of care O processo de cuidar em enfermagem ao ~ December, Qualitative Hospital/Nurses
portador de doenga cronica cardiaca 2007
12 Home care and its As praticas de cuidado domiciliar a December, Research-action Health Unit/
different concepts saude desenvolvidas pelos profissionais 2007 Health Professionals
da Estratégia Saude da Familia.
13 Nurses' process of care A sistematizagao do cuidado em December, Qualitative, Hospital/Nurses
Enfermagem: uma analise da 2007 descriptive
implementacao
14 Nurses' process of care Relagdo intersubjetiva do enfermeiro e December, Qualitative, Hospital/Nurses
crianga com dor pos-operatoria. 2007 exploratory-
descriptive
15  Care in human Cuidado de Enfermagem a mae na December, Qualitative Hospital/ Women
transition processes vivéncia do processo de transigao de 2007 Research-care
saude-doenca do filho com cardiopatia
congénita.
16  Nurses' process of care A enfermeira desvelando o significado February Qualitative Hospital/Health
do atendimento as vitimas de violéncia 2008 Phenomenological Professionals
sexual expresso pelos profissionais de Approach
saude.
17 Nurses' process of care A construgdo de um marco de referéncia ~ February Qualitative, Hospital/Workers
para o cuidado em saude mental com a 2008 exploratory,
equipe de um hospital psiquiatrico
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Chart 3 — Description of the dissertations by identification number, theme, title, date of defense, methodological aspects, location /
subjects involved — Curitiba — 2008

. . . Date of Methodological Location /
Dissertation Title . .
N Theme defense Aspects subjects involved
1 Nursing education: A metodologia da assisténcia de November, Historical Revista Brasileira
historical and Enfermagem no Brasil: uma visdo 2004 de Enfermagem
pedagogical aspects historica
2 Nursing education: Educagdo permanente: o discurso dos November, Qualitative Hospital de ensino/
historical and enfermeiros no grupo focal 2004 Enfermeiros
pedagogical aspects
3 Nursing education As relagdes interpessoais entre professore  December, Qualitative, Escola Ensino Médio/
and care in mental health  estudante adolescente sustentados no 2006 descriptive Comunidade escolar.
referencial da comunicagao terapéutica:
percepcao dos professores
4 Nursing education A dimensao espiritual no cuidado de December, Exploratory, University/
and care in mental Enfermagem: vivencia do estudante de 2006 descriptive Undergraduates
health graduagdo
5 Nursing education: A representacgdo do docente sobre a December, Qualitative Universities/
historical and formagao do enfermeiro 2006 Social Nurse Faculty
pedagogical aspects representation
6  Technological O processo de tomada de decisdo do March, Applied research, Hospital Institution/
foundation of enfermeiro no cenario administrativo 2006 qualitative, Nurses
professional practice descriptive
7  Technological foundation O processo de trabalho da enfermeira na November, Qualitative, Hospital/Nurses
of professional central de material ¢ esterilizagdo: uma 2006 descriptive
practice perspectiva tecnologica aos instrumentos
8  Technological Sistematizagdo da Assisténcia de December, Qualitative Hospital/Nurses
foundation of Enfermagem: uma tecnologia de 2007 Research Action
professional practice Enfermagem
9  Nurses' action A atuag@o do enfermeiro no controle de December, Quantitative Hospital/Nurses
infecg@o hospitalar no estado do Parana 2007 descriptive,
cross-sectional
10 Technological Processo de Enfermagem em unidade November, Qualitative, Hospital/Nurses
foundation of de terapia intensiva: analise de requisitos 2008 descriptive
professional practice para a estruturagdo de um modelo
informatizado
11 Nurses' action Violéncia Psicologica na Pratica December, Descriptive Hospital/Nurses
Profissional das Enfermeiras 2008

The Process of Care in Health and Nursing is related to
developing a systematized process of care for healthy or
sick human beings, in the individual or collective scope,
and considering the subjective and objective dimensions
of care and being cared for. There were 21 dissertations
in this line, and comprised six different themes: The per-
ception of the body in the multiple forms of expression
(three dissertations); The process of being chronically ill
in adults and the involved nursing practices (one disserta-
tion); Family and care (eight dissertations); Self care in the
elderly as a working instrument (two dissertations); The
power of knowing and doing in the hospital setting (two
dissertations); Nursing care in the elderly (four disserta-
tions); Nursing staffing (one dissertation). These disserta-
tions are described in Chart 4.
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The Health and Quality of Life line of research is related
to the determinants, indicators and expressions of health
and quality of life and their association with the health-
disease process in the individual and collective settings.
In this line, there were 15 dissertations, which include five
different themes: Phytotherapeutics and primary health
care (a dissertation); Professional caregiver and self care
(two dissertations); The system of knowledge and care for
the elderly (three dissertations); Determinants, repercus-
sions and representations of the process of falling ill (five
dissertations); Evaluation of health programs and services
(two dissertations); Representation of masculinity (one
dissertation); Violence against women (one dissertation).
These dissertations are described in Chart 5.
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Chart 4 — Description of the dissertations by identification number, theme, title, date of defense, methodological aspects, location /

subjects involved — Curitiba — 2008

fonLid

. . . Date of  Methodological Location /
D tation Titl
N Theme issertation Title defense Aspects subjects involved
1 The perception of the O enriquecimento cognitivo na atuagdo do  October, Qualitative Hospital/Nurse
body in the multiple enfermeiro: uma vivéncia da pratica 2004
forms of expression
2 The process of being Sentimentos e percepgoes do cliente no November,  Qualitative Hospital/Adults
chronically ill in adults pos-operatorio de cirurgia cardiaca 2004 Phenomenological
and the involved nursing Approach
practices
3 Family and care A diade: mulheres profissionais de saude e~ December, Qualitative Health Service/
AIDS 2004 Health professionals
4 Self care in the elderly Acgdes cuidativas da terapéutica December, Qualitative Health units/ Elderly
as a working instrument ~ medicamentosa do idoso: a pratica 2004
transformadora do cuidado de si
5 The power of knowing O cuidado nas unidades de hemodialise December, Qualitative Hospital/Nurses
and doing in the segundo a percepgao dos enfermeiros 2004 Phenomenological
hospital setting Approach
6 Family and care Relagdo creche-familia: mito ou realidade =~ December, Ethnography Child care centers/
2004 Family
7 The perception of the A trajetoria silenciosa de pessoas December, Qualitative Home/HIV-positive
body in the multiple portadoras do HIV contada pela historia 2004 Thematic oral history individuals
forms of expression oral
8 Self care in the elderly Cuidar/gerenciar: possibilidades de December, Qualitative Converging  Hospital/ Nurses
as a working instrument  convergéncia no discurso coletivo das 2004 Assistance Research
enfermeiras
9 The power of knowing Etica e estética no ensinar/ cuidar da December, Qualitative University/
and doing in the Enfermagem 2004 Phenomenological Nurse Faculty
hospital setting Approach
10 Family and care Doagao de orgaos e tecidos: a vivéncia dos  December, Qualitative, Home/Family
familiares de criangas e adolescentes 2005 descriptive,
doadores exploratory
11 Family and care Vivéncias e expectativas da paternidade March, Qualitative Pesquisa Hospital/Adolescentes
pelo adolescentes sob a otica da 2006 social
Enfermagem
12 Apercepgao do corpo A percepgao da sexualidade do corpo December, Qualitative Home/Elderly
nas multiplas formas de idoso 2006 Phenomenological
expressao Approach
13 Nursing care in As avos idosas cuidadoras dos netos December, Qualitative Home/Elderly
the elderly hospitalizados 2006 Ethnography
14 Family and care Cuidado transpessoal de enfermagem ao February, Qualitative, Hospital/Nursing
familiar cuidador da crianga com 2007 descriptive, staff and family
neoplasia: um marco referencial exploratory
15  Nursing staffing Aspectos quali-quantitativos do November,  Case studies Hospital/Patients
dimensionamento de pessoal de 2007 Quanti-qualitative and nursing staff
enfermagem em uma unidade cirtrgica de
um hospital de ensino
16 Nursing care in the Cuidado gerontolégico de enfermagem December, Qualitative Health unit and
elderly subsidiando o empoderamento do idoso 2007 Converging home / Elderly
com diabetes mellitus Assistance Research
17 Nursing care in As complicagdes pos-operatorias do December, Quali-quantitative Hospital / Elderly
the elderly paciente idoso e as implicagdes ao cuidado 2007
de enfermagem gerontologico
18  Family and care A experiéncia da corresidéncia para idosas ~ December, Qualitative descritiva ~ Home/Elderly
em familia intergeracional 2007
19 Family and care A enfermeira no contexto da educagio February, Qualitative Home/Adolescents'
sexual dos adolescentes e o olhar da 2008 descriptive family
familia
20  Family and care O reconhecimento pela equipe da December, Quantitative Health Unit/
estratégia saiide da familia da violéncia 2008 exploratory FHS Staff
intrafamiliar contra idosos.
21 Nursing care in Cuidado de enfermagem ao idoso no December, Qualitative Hospital/
the elderly Centro de Terapia Semi-Intensiva 2008 exploratory Nurses
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Chart 5 — Description of the dissertations by identification number, theme, title, date of defense, methodological aspects, location /
subjects involved — Curitiba — 2008

. . . Date of Methodological Location /
N Theme Dissertation Title defense Aspects subjects involved
1 Phytotherapeutics Subsidios para a introdugéo do uso de December, Exploratory, Health Units / Families,
and primary health care fitoterapicos na rede basica de saude do 2004 descriptive. health teams and
municipio de Cascavel, PR Bibliographic municipal health
and ethnobotanical administrator
survey
2 Professional As significagdes sobre autonomia e o November, Descriptive Health Units/
caregiver and self care cuidado de si vivenciadas pelo 2004 Symbolic Nurses
enfermeiro no cotidiano de agdes e Interactionism
interacdes
3 The system of Os doadores ¢ receptores de sangue ¢ o December, Qualitative Blood Bank /
knowledge and sistema de significados de sangue 2004 Focused Ethnography ~ Donors and blood
care for the elderly referente as transfusdes sanguineas recipient.
4 Determinants, As representagdes da trajetoria do December, Qualitative Hospital/Adults
repercussions and atendimento em emergéncia para vitima 2004
representations of de trauma
the process of falling ill
5 The system of O cuidado cultural de enfermagem February, Qualitative Hospital, Hospital,
knowledge and care com o idoso renal cronico em 2006 Converging homes / Elderly
for the elderly tratamento hemodialitico Assistance Research individuals
6  Evaluation of health Cuidados de enfermagem realizados ao December, Quantitative, Hospital / Nurses,
programs and services paciente cirtirgico no periodo pré- 2006 descriptive, Patients
operatorio cross-sectional
7  Evaluation of health Percepgdo das enfermeiras acerca da March, Quantitative Health units/
programs and services utilizagdo da base CIPESC na consulta 2006 Nurses
de enfermagem
8  Professional caregiver A relagéo entre o cuidado de si dos March, Qualitative, Hospital/Profissionais de
and self care profissionais de satide ¢ seu ambiente de 2006 descriptive. satde
trabalho: um enfoque nas interagdes Grounded Theory
humanas
9  Determinants, O perfil e as representagdes de mulheres ~ March, Quali-quantitative Hospital/Adults
repercussions and com alteragdes no papanicolau 2006
representations of
the process of falling ill
10 The system of O significado do envelhecimento e do February, Qualitative Hospital/Elderly
knowledge and care cuidado para o idoso hospitalizado e as 2007 Converging
for the elderly possibilidades do cuidado de si Assistance Research
11 Representation of Saude sexual e reprodutiva: February, Qualitative Social School/Adolescents
masculinity representagdes e praticas do adolescente 2007 Representation
masculino, sob a dtica da Enfermagem
12 Determinants, Enfermeiros com doenga cronica: as December, Quantitative, Hospital/Nurses
repercussions and relagdes com o adoecimento, a 2007 descriptive
representations of prevengdo e o processo de trabalho
the process of falling ill
13 Determinants, O itinerario terapéutico: historia oral de February, Qualitative Hospital / Elderly
repercussions and idosos com cancer 2008 Oral History
representations of the
process of falling ill
14 Violence against Perfil da violéncia contra a mulher em December, Retrospective, Women's Police
women Guarapuava-PR 2008 exploratory Department/ Police
research Files and inquiries
15  Determinants, As representagdes da agressao fisica: December, Quantitative, Hospital/Adults
repercussions and subsidios para o cuidado de enfermagem 2008 qualitative,
representations of the Descriptive
process of falling ill

The dissertations were analyzed in terms of the lines
of research, and the following were identified, with a par-
tially homogeneous number of productions: Theoretical-
Philosophical Foundations of Care in Health and Nursing
The Process of Care in Health and Nursing; Health and
Quality of Life. The largest difference in number of disser-
tation was in the line of research Health, Education, and
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Nursing Policies and Practices, which originated 11 disser-
tations in the studied period.

DISCUSSION

It was found that the scientific productions, i.e. the
dissertations of the UFPR Nursing GS Program, were in
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Hammerschmidt KSA, Mantovani MF, Labronici LM, Lenardt MH, Lacerda MR



agreement with the four lines of research, and thus ap-
propriate to the propositions presented in the structuring
of the GS Program.

As to the methods used in the dissertations, it was
verified the studies used qualitative, quantitative, and
quali-quantitative approaches and have a predominant-
ly qualitative focus, with a total 56 (87.5%) productions
with this approach; six (9.4%) quantitative and two (3.1%)
quali-quantitative. It is understood that some domains
are quantitative and others are qualitative, and that the
phenomenon sometimes needs to be recomposed and at
others, decomposed; that the intention is either to mea-
sure or to describe, analyze, understand, classify, interpret
specificities of behaviors, attitudes*”),

The increase in the number of qualitative studies de
occurred in most GS programs, covering a large variety of
themes in nursing, and it became the main research ap-
proach in the second half of the 1900s?. Health issues,
as those of social sciences, have a feature particular of a
multidisciplinary approach, with a complex flied that de-
mands specific and integrated knowledge, thus it often
requires a qualitative approach with a view to understand
to change. In this context, it is observed that the course of
scientific investigation in Nursing in Brazil, as of the 1960s,
shows a predominance of the qualitative approach. This
fact is perhaps associated with the nurses’ search to de-
velop Nursing theories, searching for a theoretical frame-
work specific to their profession, and thus requiring them
to understand the social relationships, and, to so this,
qualitative studies were made the center of all the investi-
gations performed by this category'®.

Despite the high percentage of qualitative approach
studies in the surveyed material, it is emphasized that
we do not intend to judge one or any other research ap-
proach. It is understood that the quantitative, qualitative
and quali-quantitative methods all have strengths and
weaknesses, and are essential for the development of
science. It is understood that some domains are quantita-
tive and others are qualitative and that the phenomenon
sometimes needs to be recomposed and at others, de-
composed; that the intention is either to measure or to
describe, analyze, understand, classify, understand speci-
ficities of behaviors, attitudes?.

According to the analyses of the abstracts, we identi-
fied four lines of scientific reflection: Theoretical Reflection,
through the categories: case study, research care, nursing
practice foundation. We also identified the creation of pro-
posals and methods, also in the theoretical line, but already
aimed at specific concrete realities, mainly addressing the
innovative character, for creating theories, based on studies
of the practice that improve the everyday practice of nurs-
ing; Historical Reflection, through two categories: rescue,
reconstitution, oral history, life history. In a search for re-
covering towards attachment; Experiences of intervention
that are covered of richness, as the researcher is naturally
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included in the field, has the opportunity to experiment/
test the demystification of making science on one side;
and, on the other, in a dialectic process and a changing at-
titude towards the reality, to theorize about nursing prac-
tice, through the following categories: research action,
participating research and converging assistance research;
Reflection that describes and explores, surveys, diagnoses,
observes systematically, compares, evaluates applies, anal-
yses cases, correlates and aims at a qualitative change in
the problem. It refers to the direction given to a thought, of
an intellectual development, by the master’s student, his/
her existing practice, or about their future practice aimed
at reflections that explore the meanings of the experience
and/or phenomenon, such as: ethnography and the phe-
nomenological approach.

When reflecting about the knowledge produced in
Nursing, it is emphasized there is a certain tendency for
some conceptions, which can be classified. To do this, it
is suggested to consider those conceptions in two dimen-
sions: objective knowledge versus subjective knowledge,
and practical knowledge versus speculative knowledge.
This classification does not necessarily provide an appro-
priate description of the knowledge required for practice,
nor does it consider that all types are essential. It only
shows the tendencies in the conceptions that are used
and points at the differences between them®,

As to the techniques and instruments used to bring
the phenomenon and research closer, those used in the
analyzed studies were: bibliographic survey, documental
analyses, interviews, questionnaires, forms, databanks,
clinical exams, group dynamics, visits, supervision, lec-
ture, exhibition, dissemination, measurement, partici-
pant observation, non-participant observation, discussion
workshops, focal groups, educational actions/practices.

The interview modality was predominant in the ana-
lyzed dissertations. It is included in the formal part of field
work, in which the researcher intentionally collects objec-
tive and subjective information through the statements
of the social actors, thus permitting them to address the
proposed theme using free answers, as well as those di-
rected to the conditions appointed by the researcher. The
fact that it is a technique appropriate for collecting quan-
titative as well as qualitative data, and very simple to use
perhaps explains its wide use in the studied universe. In-
terviews permit to obtain deep and various information,
especially when associated with observation®,

Another mentioned aspect was the integration of one
or more data collection techniques in the same study. This
strategy can favor detecting more details and nuances of
the studied situation, thus permitting the confrontation
of the surveyed data and more veracity. Furthermore, it is
highlighted that the predominance of the data collection
techniques used is in agreement with the results, especially
because of the predominance of the qualitative approach.
Therefore, students of the Masters Program showed coher-

Rev Esc Enferm USP
2011; 45(6):1458-67
www.ee.usp.br/reeusp/



ence when they adopted the qualitative approach associ-
ated with data collection techniques that were the most
appropriate for this methodological framework.

As to the field of research, it served to observe and/or
interfere in the performed studies, and the analyzed disser-
tations included the following institutions: hospitals, clinics,
health districts, health units, schools, universities, munici-
pal health departments, police departments, groups of in-
dividuals from certain programs and/or institutions.

Regarding the subjects involved in the analyzed dis-
sertations, who can be characterized as key elements, it
was observed they were: elderly individuals, adolescents,
nurses, adults, families, health professionals, nursing pro-
fessionals, and men, comprising a panorama to approach
health and disease in the many areas of nursing.

Nursing is a profession that has significant staff work-
ing in various places and developing a variety of functions
in the health area®™. The Code of Ethics (Art. 1) of nurs-
ing professionals states that: Nursing is a profession com-
mitted to the health of individuals and the population.
Its work involves promoting, protecting and recovering
health, and rehabilitating people, respecting all ethical
and legal guidelines?.

The changes that have taken place in society also hap-
pen, significantly, in the field of health (as the latter is part of
the former), in its object, as in the process of health, disease
and care, as well as in the theoretical and practical instru-
ments that are founded on the practices and organization of
health production®). The heath sector has to respond to the
multiple needs, that is, the demands for highly complex tech-
nology interventions and specialty that take place in tertiary
hospitals. It also works at environments where people spend
their everyday lives, so as to promote a healthy life.

The present study findings show that there are ma-
ny fields of investigation of the UFPR Masters in Nurs-
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