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ABSTRACT. Based on the analysis of types, Lepidanthrax brachialis (Thomson, 
1869) and L. quinquepunclatus (Thomson, 1869) are considered junior synonyms of 
L. tinctus (Thomson, 1869). Notes and illustrations of the type are presented. 
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OSTEN SACKEN (1886) erected the genus Lepidanthrax for two species 
previously included in Anthrax: L. disjunta (Wiedemann, 1830) and L. proboscidea 
(Loew, 1869) and a new species, L. angulus, and stated that Lepidanthrax is easily 
segregated from Anthrax, "not only by the general appearence and colouring, but 
by its long proboscis, the more distinct spinules on the front tibiae, and the 
venation." 

THOMSON (1869) described three new species in Anthrax: A. tinctus, A. 
brachialis, A. quinquepunctatus. 

PAINTER & PAINTER (1962) transferred A. quinquepunctatus to Lepidan­
thrax, and stated that "this species, together with brachialis (Thomson, 1869) and 
tinctus (Thomson, 1869) from the Galapagos Island, constitute a new group of 
species in Lepidanthrax, distinguished from the other species in genus by their 
characteristic wing pattern." 

PAINTER & PAINTER (1974) redescribed L. brachialis and L. tinctus, based 
on the examination of the types, and stated that L. tinctus is possibly the female of 
L. brachialis. They stressed that these two species together with L. quinquepuncta­
tus constitute a group in Lepidanthrax. 

Examining the types of L. brachia/is (only three males are known), L. tinctus 
(only three females are known) and L. quinquepunctatus (one male and one female 
are known), it is concluded that all belong to the same species, which presents an 
evident sexual dimorphism in the color pattern of the wing. Based on page priority, 
L. tinctus should be the valid name. 

Almost all the examined material has incomplete labe ls (" Ins. 
Gallop/Kinb."), but according to Dr. Bert Viklund, Swedish Museum of Natural 
History (in litt.) the specimens were collected in Galapagos Island in 11 -20. V .1852 
by the Swedish Eugenie-expedition in 1851-1853 . 

1) Museu Nacional , Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro. Quinta da Boa Vista, Sao 
Crist6vao, 20940-040 Rio de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro, Brasil. CNPq fellow. 
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Lepidanthrax tinctus (Thomson, 1869) 

Anthrax tinctus Thomson, 1869:483. - Painter & Painter, 1974: 116. - Evenhuis, 1983: 490. 

Villa tincta; Hull, 1973: 373. 

Lepidanthrax tinctus; Painter & Painter, 1974: 116. -Painter et al.. 1978: 36. - Evenhuis, 1983: 490. 

Anthrax brachialis Thomson, 1869: 484. -Painter & Painter, 1974: 113. - Evenhuis, 1983: 466. 

Villa brachialis; Hull, 1973: 372. 

Lepidanthrax brachialis; Painter & Painter, 1974: 113-116. - Painter et aI., 1978: 34. -Evenhuis, 1983: 
466. (new synonym). 

Anthra.y quinquepunctatus Thomson, 1869: 484. - Evenhuis, 1983: 486. 

Villa quinquepunctata; Hull, 1973: 373. 

Lepidanthrax quinquepunctata; Painter & Painter, 1974: 113 

Lepidanthrax quinquepunctatus; Painter & Painter, 1962: 129; Painter et al., 1978: 36. - Evenhuis, 1983: 
486. (new synonym). 

Holotype. Lepidanthrax tinctus (Fig. I) Female: Kinb; Type; 286 / 60; 
Naturhistoriska / Riksmuseet / Stockholm. 

Female. Body length: 8-8.Smm; wing length: 8-8.Smm. 
Head: distance between eyes at vertex about three times the length of the 

ocellar tubercle; front and face covered with golden yellow scales and sparse black 
hairs; antennae widely separated at basis; two first articles about the same length 
and color, with long black hairs; third article bulb-shaped with terminal portion 
styliform elongated two times the length of the two first articles together, ending in 
a I ittle apical style; proboscis long exceeding oral margin a little less than half of its 
length; palpus brown with dark brown hairs, and length about 1/3 proboscis length; 
occiput with white scales; occiptal fringe white. 

Thorax. Postalar callus with 4 long black bristles; dorsum with yellow scales; 
meron and metakatepisternum bare, metanepisternum with white scales on the lower 
portion, katatergite with long yellow hairs, anepimeron with long white hairs on the 
fore portion, katepisternum with long white hairs on the hind upper portion, 
anepisternum with long white hairs in all the surface. Legs: covered with yellow 
scales and black hairs; tibiae II and III with black bristles; femur II at anteroventral 
surface with 2-4 bristles on middle third, femur III at anteroventral surface with 3-4 
sparsed black bristles on apical two thirds (some specimens with bristles only in 
apical third). Wing: (Fig.2) light brown with lighter areas in center of cells and 
beyond the posterior margin; R2+ 3 arises exactly above r-m crossvein; first posterior 
cell open on wing margin at a distance a little shorter than the length of r-m 
crossvein; anal cell open on wing margin at a distance about the length of the r-m 
crossvein. 

Abdomen: dorsum covered with brown and yellow scales; first and second 
segments with long white hairs laterally, the others with brown and white scales, 
and long black bristles laterally; venter covered with white scales and sparse white 
hairs . 

Male. Body length: 6.8-7.5mm; wing length: 6.8-7.Smm; head: distance 
between eyes at vertex, about two times the length of the ocellar tubercle; Wing: 
(Fig.3) hyaline with a brown area at base, all the costal cell, posterior half of the 
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first submarginal cell, and marginal cell from the origin of R2+ 3 till apex, with an 
hyaline portion in center of this area; brown areas bordering all crossveins and the 
contact of the third posterior celi /di scal cell/Cu I. 

Discussion. The color pattern of the wing used as a diagnostic character to 
segregate L. brachialis from L. tinctus is an evident sexual dimorphism character, 
since in L. brachialis only the males were known and in L. tinctus only the females. 
In L. quinquepunctatus where both sexes were known, the male has the same color 
pattern of the wing of L. brachialis, and the female, the same of L. tinctus. As other 
morpholog ical characters do not vary, there is no reason to treat them as different 
taxa. Different color patterns for male and female wing, were already reported for 
other species of this genus (HALL 1976). 

I 
Fig . 1-3 (1) Holotype of Lepidanthrax tinctus; (2) wing of the female ; (3) wing of the male. 
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