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ABSTRACT. EClaga ga/'cia. SJl.Il .. rdated to E. promeces Walsingham. 1912 is 
described. Larvae wcre reared on La/llalla camara. L. g liese!;achia/la and L. 
mOlllevidensis (Verhcnaeeae) in Argentina and Brazil. 
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The material on which this article is based was reared by Dr Cesar Garcia 
on Laflfal/a camara, L. grie.l'ebachial/a and L. mOf/tevidel/sis (Vernenaceae) as 
part of a project on the biological control of Laflflll/lI and other weeds in 
collaboration with Dr. 8rian Wil son, Alan Fletcher Research Station, Queens­
land, Australia . Plans are to introduce the moth into' Australia to control Lalltal/lI. 

The illustration of E. prollleces is based on material prepared from a male collected 
by the author in Mexico: Veracruz, Huatusco, ano later compareo with the type 
at The Natural History Museum, Lonoon . 

Ectaga garcia. sp.n. 
Figs ' -2 

Forewing 6-7 mm. Fuscous, irrorateo with dark grey ano whitish-tipped 
scales . Second segment of labial palpus grey with three dark grey areas forming 
ill-detined hands, long scales oark grey with whitish-tipped apex; third segment 
clark grey with basal and median pale banos. Heao ano thorax fuscous, frons paler; 
scales whitish-tippeo. Antenna filiform in both sexes , fuscus annulated clark grey. 
Forewing fuscous, irrorated with dark grey and whitish-tippeo sca les . scale tufts 
dark grey. Hind wing fuscous, slightly paler than forewing . Legs clark grey banded 
pale. Abdomen shining pale fuscous, pale ventraly. 

Male genitalia (Figs I, 2). Uncus absent. Tegumen rounded, vinculum less 
so. Gnathos oftwo inwardly directed arms connected medially by membrane. Juxta 
a broad V-shaped arch. Valva broad, basal process triangular , basal two-thirds óf 
costa nearly straight, distal third archeo, distal half with strong, long setae; its 
apex divided to form two strong , nearly triangular. lobes , approximately of tÚ.lual 
size; sacculus not differentiated , saccular margin with basal two-thirds" nearly 
straight, distal third strongly falcate. Aeueagus with apex very obliqudy truncate, 
sharply pointeo ventrally . ! 

I) Centro de Pesqui sa Agropecuária uos Carados. EMBRAPA. C,aixa Postal 08223. 73301 -970 
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Fi!!~ 1-2 . ECIlIgll gorda, sp.n .. holo{)lh: . t i , ~ l ak g~ llIlillta. v~ nlral vit.!w. kli hano va lva (lInih!d: (2) 
<:h.!dl.!aglls. l a t ~ral v it.!\",. 

Holotyp~ l11al e. BRAZIL, Mil/lIS Gerais: Caraça. 1300m. 2.IV. 1992, 
Becker leg . . Museu Nacional uo Rio ue Janeiro. Rio ue Janeiro . Paratypes: 
ARGENTINA, TucU/l/iÍl/ : Tafi ud Vallé, I male, 2 fel11al es, 15 .1.1992, Garcia leg .. 
ex L. griesehllchilll/lI : BRAZIL , P(/ral/á: C uritiha , 2 malés, I fémalé. 13 . V. 1988. 
Garc ia leg., éX L. I/wllfel'idel/sis; AUSTRALlA: ShéfWOOU. 7 l11alés . 4 fel11ales, 
Willson leg., éX L. CllIl/lIra. L. I/w/If('I·idel/sis, Coleção Becker. BrasI1la: The 
Natural History M useum , Lonuon: National M use um 01' Natural H istory . 
Washington. 

Re marks . Accoruing to co lour anu s lze this species is very similar to E. 
pro/lleces Walsingham (1912: 140), the type-species 01' Ecrllga. Their genitalia. 
however, are uistinc t. ln E. prull/eces the apica llohes are thin , finger-shapeu (Figs 
3,4) whilé in E. gllreill they are hasa lly strong, nearl y triangular. E. lellfa Clarke 
( 1956: 253 ), reareu hy ~OURVUIN (1957: I ) on Verh(,l/a hOl/lIriel/sis, is sympatric 
with E. ga rcill. However. the ir genitalia are very uitlerent , as shown hy the figures 
proviueu hy CLARKE. It is very Iikd y lha t Pynlll/idohela Braun (1923: 11 8) anu 
ArOp()(o,."ll Meyrick ( 1932: 28 1) are synomys of Ecraga . POWELL (1973: 23 , 24) . 
s tateu tha!. uespite Ihei r heing dosdy rdateu, he retaineu Ihe m as uistincI genera 
hecause " . .. lhe general form is si milar , huI lhe hasal proces~es are retaineu ano 
lhe va lva is s imple. wilhoul lhe an.:essory lohe . " II is nol clear whether POWELL 
hased hi s ueu uctio ns on spec imens. on secondary informali on , or nn a species 
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Figs 3-4. Ecraga pro/lleces Walsingham. (3) Mak gonita lia . ventral vi~w. kli hanu va lva omit~d: (4) 

aedeagus. lateral vi~w. 

distinct from E. promece.\". ln the latter species , as in E. garcia, the accessory lobe 
is well developed (Figs I, 3). ln the figure of CLARKE these lobes seem to be 
pointed ventrally, whereas the illustration here is based on a preparation with the 
valvae Iying tlat open. With regard to the basal processes it seems that they are 
not homologous with those ofElhmil1 Hühner, 1819. According to POWELL (1973: 
II) these processes "are digitate projections that arpear to originate from the lateral 
margms of the diaphragma near hut anterior to the base of the costal margin of the 
valva." ln EClllga, as is c1early shown (Figs I, 3), these processes are part of the 
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valvae the msd\'es . he ing (onnecteu to th e costal margin hy a strongly sderotizeu 
hanu . U ntúrtunatdy material representing the type-spec ies of hoth P\'/'{//lIid()he/1I 

anu A {()!)(}(()mll were not avai lahl e anu soo to a tloru possihlé e rror. th e three generic 
names are no t synomyzeu here. 

E, gll/,('ill is nameu aher Dr. Cesar Garcia. who (o ll ec teu anu reareu the 

material. 
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