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The Revista Brasileira de Hematologia e Hemoterapia now and discussion on the
new classification of Brazilian journals
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Editorial

Editor in Chief, Revista Brasileira
de Hematologia e Hemoterapia

Milton Artur Ruiz The Revista Brasileira de Hematologia e Hemoterapia (RBHH) is now the official
organ of the Sociedade Brasileira de Oncologia Pediátrica (Brazilian Society of Pediatric
Oncology – SOBOPE). With this, SOBOPE will assist us to achieve our objectives to
develop and internationalize the journal.

The question regarding the Qualis classification of CAPES remains a matter of
widespread debate and controversy. A recent event of FAPESP/SciELO, highlighted the
progress of Brazil in respect to global scientific production as we had already discussed in
issue n° 3 of the RBHH this year.(1) In an atmosphere of jingoism, several editors presented
measures they adopted for their journals to be included in the Thomson Reuters/ISI/JCR
database, the most prestigious among all existing databases and the one responsible for
calculating the famous Impact Factor. The measures used are all basically the same and
already known to most participants. They include professionalization of the journal,
publishing in English to increase international visibility and massive investment to improve
the quality of content, in addition to trivial details, such as care with the frequency and
quality of printing. With this, in few years, Brazil now has 89 scientific journals in all fields
of the Thomson Reuters/ISI/JCR database. Several aspects were mentioned and a
presentation by the representative of the University of Granada, Spain responsible for
SCImago, emphasized the importance of Brazil and suggested adopting different approaches
within the editorial market such as partnerships especially between scientific groups in
Brazil and other countries in order to produce material with greater appeal and international
impact. Examples of the influence of international publishers as well as criticism of the
current Qualis classification were presented by another speaker(2-4) (Table 1).

With the approach of the publication of the new Qualis classification, representatives
of SciELO and FAPESP suggested that some journals will be reclassified in higher positions
than the old classification; those chosen would receive good financial support over a five-
year period but this was not explained well. They mentioned that three journals from each
of the three medical categories (Medicine 1, 2 and 3) would be indicated. Others suggested
that it would only be two in each area. The criteria would be the existing parameters such as
the impact factor, possibly using SCImago and the inclusion in SciELO which are criteria of
the old classification system.

Thus, the discussion is on the agenda. For this reason the Brazilian Medical
Association met with all medical journal editors to discuss the new classification and the
parameters that will be employed.

Without much information, one of the area coordinators reported that Capes had
asked him to indicate three journals, pure and simply. He also informed us that the nominees
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Brazilian Society of Pediatric Oncology – SOBOPE: 30 years of history, a lot in
the present, full of the future
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may even be promoted to classification A1 even with an impact
factor lower than that stipulated by the old classification.

At this point the meeting came to an end as the
discussion became general with different opinions on various
aspects; one conclusion was reached that if this measure
were adopted there would be major discouragement for all
the excluded journals.

The RBHH, since the new classification was established,
has been feeling the impact and thus has been trying to adapt
to the new situation with much effort to improve.(5)

The journal has invested in human resources and
professionalism, which can be seen from the first edition of
this volume.

At this moment the RBHH advocates a comprehensive
policy to stimulate national journals and does not agree with
the support by sector for a few journals.

However, we also know of the distinctive position of
the RBHH in the world in relation to the other journals of this

specialty and of course with evolution, our journal will
become an even stronger representative of South America
and of Latin countries as an alternative for developing
countries to publish their scientific production.
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The history of pediatric oncology in Brazil is strongly linked to the history of the
Sociedade Brasileira de Oncologia Pediátrica (SOBOPE).

In the seventies two of our most prestigious pediatric oncologists, Waldir Veiga
Pereira and Vicente Odone Filho, decided to go to Memphis, USA to learn about the most
recent advances in pediatric hematology and Oncology. It was there they met Rhomes João
Amim Aur.

Rhomes Aur is a pioneer in pediatric hematology and oncology; the most important
award in Brazilian pediatric oncology is named after him. Saint Jude Children's Hospital has
a strong connection with Brazil. Since he moved to Memphis, Raul Ribeiro has continuously
provided opportunities by helping Brazilian pediatric oncologists and institutions.

Silvia Brandalise also visited Dr. Odone in Saint Jude. There they talked about acute
lymphoblastic leukemia and a few years later in 1980, she met Milton Ruiz, Celso Carlos
Campos Guerra and Rhomes Aur in Santos to discuss the first Brazilian protocol for acute
lymphoblastic leukemia.

The Brazilian society of pediatric oncology was founded in 1981 by a group of
physicians led by Virgílio Carvalho Pinto. The founders were committed to change the
dismal prognosis of children and adolescents with cancer. At that time diagnosis was
practically a death sentence; few hospitals could offer a proper treatment. At the same time
Beatriz de Camargo started the Wilms' tumor study group.(1)

Alois Bianchi, the first head of the Pediatric Oncology Department at the A C Camargo
Hospital, was the second president of SOBOPE.

With Nubia Mendonça, one of the founders and most active pediatric oncologists in
Brazil, the meetings of SOBOPE became routine. She officially established the Brazilian
cooperative groups. After Nubia, Waldir Pereira, Silvia Brandalise, Fernando Werneck and
José Roberto Resende contributed to the growth of SOBOPE making it a more prestigious
Society.

Ten years ago, with effort of one of our former presidents, Sidnei Epelman, SOBOPE
started a data management center, a "Computerized Data Center". This center and the
cooperative groups continued to develop with Sonia Vianna. Renato Melaragno, another
former President, created a strong partnership with the Instituto Ronald Mc Donald.
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