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Dear Editor,
We read the publication on “Secondary lymphedema of limbs and chikungunya fever (CF)” with great 

interest.1 Marques et al. described “the case of a patient who developed lymphedema of upper and lower limbs 
after an episode of CF.1” Marques et al. also noted that “the CF outbreak that occurred during 2015 and 2016 
resulted in the first cases described in the medical literature of acute and chronic vascular complications 
secondary to infection by this arbovirus.1” In fact, the vascular defect due to CF is rarely mentioned in the 
literature. Nevertheless, this is not the first report regarding CF and lymphedema. Lymphedema of the limbs 
in CF is also described in many previous reports from India.2-4 
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RESPONSE LETTER

Dear Editor,
Thank you very much for your comment and for the timely and pertinent correction of the facts. Undoubtedly 

lymphedema had already been described by several Indian and Pakistani authors1-5, some cited in the letter 
to the editor, because it is an endemic infection in this region of the planet. However, in my article I draw 
attention to the Chikungunya epidemic in the South American continent, and particularly in Brazil, in the 
years 2015 and 2016, which drew the attention of many doctors, because until then it was an infection 
unknown to most professionals of health in Brazil.

In addition, after a new and extensive literature review and search in PubMed associating the term 
Chikungunya with the terms lymphedema, lymphoscintigraphy, vascular complications, or nuclear medicine6-12, 
I found no article associating lymphedema or lymphadenopathy secondary to Chikungunya virus infection 
and abnormal images of lymphoscintigraphy, as described in my article, including the references cited in 
the letter to the editor. Finally, and to be fair, the first reports, similar to the case report cited, described in 
Brazil, were made by researchers from the Federal University of Pernambuco in 2016, which even served 
as an incentive for my deepening of the subject.

Marcos Arêas Marques1 
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