
Con ti nu ing with the edi to ri al prac ti ce of the Jour nal of
the Bra zi li an Che mi cal So ci ety, of pu blis hing a se lec ti on of
con tri bu ti ons ori gi nally pre sen ted at sci en ti fic me e tings held
in Bra zil or el sew he re but with strong Bra zi li an par ti ci pa ti on, 
this spe ci al is sue on Elec tro che mistry co vers some of the ma -
te ri als pre sen ted and dis cus sed du ring the “XII Con gre so Ibe -
ro a me ri ca no de Elec tro quí mi ca (CIBAE) and the IX
Encu en tro Ve ne zo la no de Elec tro quí mi ca”, held jo intly in
Mé ri da, Ve ne zu e la, on 24-29 April 1996. The se ri es of
CIBAE bi an nu al me e tings al lows sci en tists from La tin Ame -
ri ca and the Ibe ri an Pe nin su la, lin ked in ter alia by com mon
lan gua ges (Por tu gue se and Spa nish, or what has be ca me the
of fi ci al lan gua ge at the se me e tings, “Por tu ñol”), to dis cuss
the ir re se arch ad van ces and streng then in ter na ti o nal col la bo -
ra ti ve links. The pre ce ding CIBAE (XI, 1994) was held in
Águas de Lin dóia, Bra zil; the next (XIII, 1998) will con ve ne
in Chi le.

Elec tro che mistry is a gro wing fi eld in the re gi on. Con si -
de ra ti on of the num ber of com mu ni ca ti ons dis cus sed du ring
the past two CIBAE me e tings, as ou tli ned in Ta ble 1, shows a
he althy growth (ca. 14%), and also that the to pics of pre va i -
ling in te rest are cor ro si on, elec tro de po si ti on and sur fa ce tre -
at ment, to get her with the study of elec tro de and elec troly te
ma te ri als and the fun da men tal as pects of elec tro che mistry,
alt hough mo le cu lar and bio-electrochemistry as well as the
con cerns of in dustry and en gi ne e ring are quickly cat ching
up. In spi te of the still re la ti vely small in te rest in elec tro che -
mi cal energy con ver si on, the se ten den ci es show that por tu -
ñol-spe a king elec tro che mists are res pon ding not only to sci -
en ti fic cu ri o sity, but also to so ci al and eco no mic ne eds.

Du ring the XII CIBAE, Dr. Ale jan dro J. Arvia, of
INIFTA, La Pla ta, Argen ti na, was elec ted the first Ho no ri fic
Mem ber of the So ci e da de Ibe ro a me ri ca na de Ele tro quí mi ca
(SIBAE), in re cog ni ti on to his outs tan ding con tri bu ti ons to
elec tro che mi cal sci en ce. The ope ning pa per in this is sue was
the re fo re es pe ci ally com mis si o ned, and we are gra te ful to Dr. 
Arvia for ac cep ting our in vi ta ti on. In ad di ti on, 36 pa pers
were sub mit ted for this spe ci al is sue, re pre sen ting about
1/10th of the ma te ri als com mu ni ca ted at the me e ting. Each
pa per was sent to two ex perts, most of them from the Ibe ro a -
me ri can sci en ti fic com mu nity. Spa ce and time li mi ta ti ons
im po sed by the pu bli ca ti on sche du le of the J. Braz. Chem.
Soc. for ced us to in clu de in this is sue only tho se pa pers that,
ac cor ding to the re fe re es, could be pu blis hed wit hout mo di fi -
ca ti on or with mi nor chan ges. Tho se re qui ring ma jor re vi si -
ons or new data will con ti nue to be con si de red for pu bli ca ti on 
in the Jour nal, in nor mal is su es. Thus the re jec ti on rate ap pe -
a ring at the bot tom of Ta ble 1 is just a pro vi si o nal fi gu re that
will cer ta inly im pro ve subs tan ti ally in due cour se, as so far
only 6 pa pers (17% of tho se re ce i ved) have been re tur ned to
the ir aut hors.

Fi nally, we would like to ack now led ge the aut hors of all
the pa pers sub mit ted for the ir con tri bu ti ons, but par ti cu larly
warm thanks are due to our nu me rous – and now anony mous
– col le a gues from over 10 coun tri es, for spa ring the ir pre ci -
ous time in hel ping us in the ti mely pro duc ti on of this spe ci al
is sue.

Luis Alber to Ava ca
Olga P. Már quez

Ben ja mín R. Scha rif ker
Gu est Edi tors

Edi to ri al

Ta ble 1. Invi ted and sub mit ted com mu ni ca ti ons pre sen ted at the past two CIBAE me e tings, and pa pers sub mit ted and pu blis hed in 
the spe ci al is su es on Elec tro che mistry of the Jour nal of the Bra zi li an Che mi cal So ci ety.

CIBAE Me e ting XI (1994) XII (1996) XI + XII
Ple nary lec tu res 1 4 5
Invi ted talks 31 40 71
Fun da men tal elec tro che mistry 68 34 102
Elec tro de and elec troly te ma te ri als 56 79 135
Elec tro a naly tic che mistry 41 40 81
Elec tro che mi cal energy con ver si on 17 15 32
Cor ro si on, elec tro de po si ti on and sur fa ce tre at ment 66 80 146
Mo le cu lar and bio-electrochemistry 22 42 64
Indus tri al elec tro che mistry and elec tro che mi cal en gi ne e ring 12 25 37
To tal com mu ni ca ti ons 314 359 673
Pa pers sub mit ted to spe ci al is su es of J. Braz. Chem. Soc. 52 37 89
Pa pers ac cep ted for spe ci al is su es of J. Braz. Chem. Soc. 40 18 58
Accep tan ce rate in spe ci al is su es of J. Braz. Chem. Soc. 77% 49% 65%




