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Editorial Comment: Megalourethra and urethrorectal fistula: a rare presentation and a 
challenging reconstruction

Hubert Swana  1
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Macedo et al. (1) present a video that elegantly demonstrates a one-stage repair for a child with a 
urethrorectal fistula along with a megalourethra. The anterior sagital trans-ano-rectal approach (ASTRA) 
was first described by Di Benedetto and Di Benedetto for use in clitoro-vaginoplasty (2). The ASTRA 
approach allows careful separation of the urethra and the rectum. It has proven to be useful in the tre-
atment of urethral trauma, urogenital sinus anomalies, and urethral duplications (3). This video, when 
combined with the authors’ previous work, provides a useful reference to anyone planning to use this 
technique (4).
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