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We have read with interest the article regarding sociodemographic characteristics of indigenous 
populations 1 and wanted to mention the importance of the studies on these inhabitants and share 
data from a neighboring country: Peru.

Peru and Brazil belong to the small group of countries that have indigenous populations with no 
contact inside their territory. These people live in the Amazon Rainforest, which is shared by eight 
countries. Their similarities include: poor access to health care, poor level of education, higher mortal-
ity rates, lower life expectancy and different immune responses to the non-indigenous population 2,3.

Most of these people reside in territorial reserves protected by the state. That is one of the main 
reasons why regular people do not have access to them. As a consequence, the data is not updated 
frequently. We have reviewed some data from indigenous populations in Peru between the years 1993 
to 2007. This information is from the 2003 Health Situation Analysis of Indigenous Populations of 
the Peruvian Amazon 4, and the 2007 censuses (http://censos.inei.gob.pe/cpv2007/tabulados/): XI of 
population, VI of living place and II indigenous populations of Peruvian Amazon.

According to the 2007 censuses, 332,975 people belong to ethnical minorities nationwide. In 1993, 
the population of children less than 15 years old was 49.7%; 15-64 years, 48.8%; and with more than 64 
years, 1.5%. Ten years ago, the numbers changed to 47.5%, 50.6%, and 1.9% respectively (Table 1). This 
data reveals that their life expectancy is lower than the non-indigenous population of the country 4,5.

Likewise, the last census states that 47.3% of the population older than 15 years old finished at 
least a few academic years in elementary school; and, 28.7% in high school; unlike 1993, when only 
17% had finished some academic years. According to 2003, the school attendance rate for the group 
aged from 6 to 11 years is 75%, and for the group from 12 to 17 years is 62%. Likewise, the common 
year of school dropout is the 3rd year of elementary school. Illiterate population represents 19.4% 
of the population. This last condition affects the female population more (28.1%) than the male  
one (11.8%) 4,5.

The total of the economically active population is 11,061 people: 97.1% of them are occupied and 
2.9% unoccupied. From the occupied people, 52% are independent workers, 23.9% unpaid family 
workers, 15.8% workers, 6.1% employees, 1.4% employers and 0.8% housekeepers 4,5.
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Finally, we praise your interest in investigating this kind of population, which tends to be aban-
doned in research. It is a pleasure to share this information to support your research and we hope to 
create more data of indigenous populations for new health plans.
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Table 1 

Summary of the age distribution.

Age bracket (years) Census

1993 2007

< 15 49.7% 47.5%

15-64 48.8% 50.6%

64+ 1.5% 1.9%

Source: elaborated by the authors, using data from the Peruvian Ministry of Health 4 and Peruvian Institute of Statistics 
and Informatics 5.
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