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Abstract The present article investigates the role
of Haitian community radios in strengthening so-
cial mobilization, with the aim of supporting the
actions undertaken in the field of public health in
Haiti, based on the development of the Workshop
for community radios, as part of the Tripartite
Cooperation Brazil-Cuba-Haiti. The qualita-
tive methodology is justified because of the study
content, an analysis of documents and direct ob-
servation, through a case study presented at the
Workshop held in the department of Hinches, in
Haiti. This meeting was held in the context of the
Working Group on Tripartite Communication,
under the responsibility of the Health Channel/
Fiocruz, in partnership with the Department for
Health Promotion and Environmental Prevention
of the Ministry of Health and Population of Haiti
(DPSPE/MSPP/Haiti), with a proposal to better
structure a network of multipliers in health pro-
motion.
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Introduction

In January of 2010, the foundation of a country
already shattered by authoritarian regimes, faced
with a scarcity of resources and precarious health
underwent one more blow: the earthquake.
Thousands of people ended up without shelter,
hundreds died and many more are deemed to
have disappeared. Faced with this reality, in May
2010, Brazil signed a health cooperation agree-
ment, four months after the disaster. The Cooper-
ation, considered horizontal — between develop-
ing countries — represented a donation from the
Brazilian Government of R$ 135 million reals' for
the reconstruction of the Haitian health system,
called Tripartite Cooperation Project Brazil-Cu-
ba-Haiti, one of Brazil’s largest investments in
humanitarian aid. It was about “(...) more than
rehabilitating the structures torn down by the
earthquake, a true reconstruction of the system to
make it ever-more apt to service the needs and ex-
pectations of the Haitian population™. Support
to strengthen the health system in Haiti is one of
the priority initiatives, part of the 14" strategic
goal of the Brazilian Health Ministry 2011-2015°.
As a guideline, the Cooperation has the aim of
strengthening Brazilian presence in the interna-
tional scenario, with the purpose of expanding
its presence in the United Nations agencies and
health programs, and cooperate with the develop-
ment of health systems in the countries of South
America, Central America and the Community
of Portuguese Speaking Countries — CPLP [acro-
nym in Portuguese] and Africa*.

In Brazil, the Health Ministry, through the me-
diation of its Special Advisor in International Mat-
ters (Aisa/MS), is responsible for the articulation
involving three federal institutions: the Fundagio
Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), the Universidade Federal
do Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS) and the Univer-
sidade Federal de Santa Catarina (UFSC). At the
Fundagio Oswaldo Cruz, coordination of tech-
nical actions as part of the Cooperation Project
Brazil-Cuba-Haiti is under the responsibility of
the Center for International Relations (Cris/Fi-
ocruz). This project has the mission to strengthen
the Haitian Health System. At Fiocruz, the Escola
Nacional de Satide Piiblica Sergio Arouca (Ensp/Fi-
ocruz), the Instituto de Comunicagdo e Informagao
Cientifica e Tecnolégica em Saiide (Icict/Fiocruz)
and the Canal Saiide/Fiocruz are involved in the
planning and execution of projects with Haiti,
with the participation of Cuba.

The Workshop on Community Radios in
Haiti, organized by the Canal Saiide/Fiocruz,

counted upon the partnership of the World As-
sociation of Community Radio Broadcasters in
Haiti (Amarc/Haiti) and of the Direction for
Health Promotion and Environmental Preven-
tion of the Health Ministry and Population of
Haiti (DPSPE/MSPP/Haiti).

In 2010, the Canal Saiide, a permanent Proj-
ect of the Presidency of the Fiocruz Foundation,
that since 1994 produced its programs and aired
them through partner stations, was granted status
of a radio station, through the hiring of a satel-
lite space with C2 reception, thus having its own
airing space. Invited in May 2011 by the Centro
de Relagoes Internacionais of Fiocruz, the Canal
Satide/Fiocruz took on the challenge to act in ben-
efit of health promotion in Haiti, articulating ac-
tions in Health communication. Two months after
the first meetings, it went on a trip to map the re-
ality of communications in the city most affected
by the earthquake, the capital Port au Prince.

Despite the Canal Satide expertise in audiovi-
sual communication, the trip to Haiti sensitized
and further ratified, for the professionals sent
there, that it was indispensable to include com-
munity articulation with community radios in
the plan, considering the broad reach of radio fre-
quencies, compared to the 100 watts of power and
the existence of over 35 community radios con-
nected to Amarc/Haiti throughout the country.

Considered radical media, community radi-
os have their power source in popular culture,
the ‘oxygen’ that keeps them alive®. This type of
media comes ever closer to the common citizen,
to the people, the community, and therefore re-
fers to a strategic communication tool in health.
The Workshop on Community Radios, in August
2012, was the first meeting held by Canal Satide/
Fiocruz with community radios associated to
Amarc/Haiti, selected by DPSPE/MSPP/Haiti.
Opverall, 20 radios sent professionals to represent
them. Amidst the expectations and conflicts, a
national partnership arose, whose construction
is the focus of analysis of this article, based on a
qualitative approach.

Methods

The qualitative approach guided the survey
through a specific case study: the workshop on
community radios in Haiti, held in August 2012,
coordinated by Canal Satide/Fiocruz in partner-
ship with DPSPE/MSPP/Haiti, and support from
CRIS/Fiocruz and ICICT/Fiocruz, as part of the
Working Group on Communication from the



Tripartite Cooperation Project Brazil-Cuba-Hai-
ti. The workshop was held during 14 days, from
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., every day, except Sundays.
The study involved direct observation, documen-
tal analysis and a literature review, becoming a
social evaluation.

Following this outlook, under the guidance of
a case study as described by Minayo®, the present
study used a variety of information sources and
a chain of evidence on the fundamental role of
communication for health. More specifically, the
role in health promotion, an articulation that is
elementary in the process of activities shared by
Canal Satide/Fiocruz, MSPP/Haiti and commu-
nity radios in Haiti. This because the Health and
Population Ministry of Haiti (MSPP/Haiti) con-
siders communication a strategic area in health
promotion actions. So much so that the health
communication coordination for the MSPP/Hai-
ti belongs to the Direction of Heath Promotion
and Environmental Prevention (DPSPE) of the
MSPP/Haiti.

Communication is based on the recognition
of the other; of an agent that dialogues with the
diversity expressed in the beliefs, values, lan-
guage, in their voice. It is the population taking
ownership of means and information to build
their knowledge in health, aware of the hegemo-
nies that silence conflicts and efface plurality”?.
Under this perspective, communication involves
structuring ties, based on a network of players,
disciplines and institituions’.

Silva Junior and Mascarenhas'® remit to this
concept the meaning of accountability, affectivi-
ty, therapeutic relation and continuity. The con-
nection attracts, commits, mobilizes the players
involved to cooperate or not, to favor an ideal;
enables a process in which conflict is inherent.
Along this path, the connection builds, destroys
and rebuilds ties, creating a bridge of solidari-
ty'!, or a gulf between the bodies. Negotiation
and conflict mediation are strategies that should
permeate all forms of this connection, because
the differences in social brackets, race, sexual
orientation, diversity of thought, of feelings and
opinions will make themselves present and per-
manent. Herein lies the art of these ties: to draft
collective projects, converge intentions', even in
the face of diversities and adversities.

In the Haitian context, radios move in the
symbolic space of the nation, articulating the
world of imagination, opening the way for inter-
locution. As we will see further ahead, there are
intrinsic characteristics of radios, such as oral
language, the penetration, the mobility, the low

cost, the sensoriality and autonomy, among oth-
ers, that leverage their use in spaces in which eco-
nomic, geographic and cultural difficulties are
inherent', as in Haiti.

The role of radios

Faced with this perishable word, radios in-
volve listeners that hold it as something close to
them. Radios participate in their day-to-day, in
their pain, as an extension of themselves, of their
own body. Marshall Mclhuan'* had already em-
phasized the power of the spoken word, when he
stated that this one is able to involve all of the
senses. According to him, radios are a cold medi-
um, with low definition because they offer little,
and the listener has to fill a lot™.

It is necessary for listeners, interlocutors, to
create, imagine, make words concrete through
their context, their uniqueness, expectations and
experiences, and because of this, they are inter-
locutors: they take part in the process of building
meaning, as described by Barktin'®. For him, “the
meaning is not in the word nor in the soul of the
speaker, as it is also not in the soul of the interloc-
utor. It is the effect of the interaction of the speak-
er and the receptor produced through the mate-
rial of a specific sound complex”". In fact, radios
are an extension of the central nervous system, in
Mcluhan', which means they are equivalent to
human speech itself. It is the sensoriality provided
by radios that, according to Ortriwano', makes
it possible to create a ‘mental dialogue’, spurs the
imagination “through the emotionality of words
and sound modelling resources”".

From the communication viewpoint, radios
make it possible to air information rapidly and
simultaneously with the events, dispense with
the literacy of listeners, besides being available
24 hours a day, granting it the special power of
reaching different types of audiences and of being
a vehicle that potentially mobilizes social groups
or audiences. This is due to its capacity to influ-
ence people and interfere in the social agenda,
especially in the more popular social brackets".

In the field of aesthetic production, radios
seek simplification, through voice and sound ef-
fects, and music. Free of the cables, plugs, tech-
nology that made portability possible’, gener-
ating autonomy". Faced with the absence of an
image, they permanently exercise their concern
in captivating the listener’s attention. For this
purpose, repetitions are elementary, because
while people listen to the radio, these receptors
can walk, run, write, cook, clean, perceive, inter-
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act with the environment; that is to say, they are
inert in the midst of their surroundings. All of
this because the radio’s mobility, its lower tech-
nological complexity. Radios move along with
stations and receptors, which allows them to be
present in more diversified spaces.

Add to this oral language — one of the great-
est virtues of radios: listeners do not need to be
literate to have access to the messages broadcast.
A priori, this is the audience that is eliminated
in printed media. In television, a great deal of
the information passes by unidentified for illit-
erate people®. In that same perspective, Nunes'’
highlights that in oral cultures, the redundancy
and repetitions keep the speaker and the listen-
er in the same wavelength, multiple spoken lan-
guages dialogue, with an overlapping of signs,
an enhanced outlook due to the presence of an
integrating medium, such as the radio. An instru-
ment of mediation that builds reciprocity and
that even when faced with discontinuity, social
and economic fragmentation, makes it feasible
to create networks, oriented by social capital'®. It
is evident that this concept is intrinsically linked
to the connection, the ties, lines of compatibil-
ity or incompatibility. If this understanding is
pegged to the purpose of existence of community
radios, the reach potential goes beyond the phys-
ical limits of frequency, even in the face of weak
connections imposed by physical, social, behav-
ioral, religious distance, among others, but still
respected as part of the collective. Because any
order of living together is built®.

In this sense, we can foresee the potential of
radios in the construction of imagination world
in the population’s horizon. Because it is in the
field of feeling, of emotions that media, includ-
ing radios, opens up its claws, exerts power, per-
suades, convinces, manipulates, as expressed in
the first dictatorships of the 20™ century, where
radios were the vehicle of communication par ex-
cellence. However, on the other hand, these same
feelings can allow for an emancipatory pow-
er, autonomy, and liberation. What should be
stressed, however, is that in both cases there has
to exist the social connection, interaction, social
and existential insertion of the individual®.

Meditsch?, upon remembering Orson Welles
radio broadcast, The War of the Worlds — a text
adapted from the book of the English author
Herbert George Wells by Howard Koch - eluci-
dates, with emphasis, another of the radios” pe-
culiarities and that can be of use for private or
collective interests: the impression of reality. Un-
der that perspective, the first” radio, as highlight-

ed Zaremba?!, arose at the end of the 19" century
and was recognized as a communication system
that was born in that crossroads of sound and vi-
sual signals, broadcasting messages through elec-
tromagnetic waves. However, the popularization
of radios began only during the 1920’s, with the
first regular radiobroadcast service launched in
the USA%. In 1932, in his theory about radios,
Brecht attributed to radios the perspective of an
integrating media, as if they were transformed
from a distribution device into a communica-
tion device, the listener would also become an
interlocutor, specifying that radios should be
a strategic means to set up democracy, the citi-
zens space®.

Additionally, what had been consolidated was
a hegemonic system, “an institutionalized com-
plex of interdependent information means, with
a trend to homogenizing its messages”*. Nev-
ertheless, alternatives to that capitalist system?
arise and become committed to change. The role
of community radios, in the Haitian reality, re-
flects that unique aspect of radios in communi-
ties, with that permanent search to understand
the other, to shares values, ideas and behaviors
in a communal profile and not an individualistic
or mechanistic one*. Because man is communi-
cation, a being of contacts, and radios should be
a subject of his/her learning, not an object?. For
this reason, in this article there is a brief reflection
on the defense of knowledge, which is relative, in
essence compassionate, expressing the struggle
against the ‘kidnap of community speech’.

Radios in Haiti

Radios are the vehicles with the greatest audi-
ence levels in Haiti, mainly due to three charac-
teristics of this vehicle: its low cost, its penetration
potential and emphasis on spoken language. The
advantage of oral language, as already highlight-
ed, is that to receive the message it is merely neces-
sary to listen'. In Haiti, this peculiarity is funda-
mental for the success of radio audiences, because
according to the Institut Hditien de Statistique
et d’Informatique®, illiteracy rates are extremely
high, reaching 19.5% in urban areas and 62.9% in
rural areas. Considering that reality, radios are a
strategic means to reach the population.

Because of this, community radios deserve to
be highlighted, as they preserve the spoken lan-
guage of the nation — Kreyol® — during most of
their broadcasts. As argued by Andrade Silva’!,
Kreyol represents the spoken language in Haiti,
French is the language that they teach at school,



and is part of the written culture™. In this scenar-
io, community radios represent the living image,
record and expression of collective and social
memory, of the individual inserted in and inhab-
ited by ‘reference communities®.

Much beyond the importance of radio as a
communication tool, lies the fact that dissemina-
tion can be done at a lower cost, demands less
diesel, fuel used to produce the necessary energy
for radio propagation, a reflection of the scarce
energy production in the country. According to
the Institut Hditien de Statistique et d’Informa-
tique®, 68.5% of Haitian families use coal for
cooking, This fact is allied to the precarious fi-
nancial situation of a large parcel of the popu-
lation, preventing television and other printed
media to play that hegemonic role in the country.
This place belong to radios, because the device
that receives the broadcasts has a low cost, “and
they are affordable and within the reach of a
much larger part of the population™®.

The penetration potential is also an import-
ant characteristic of radios, taking into account
the geographic singularities of the Haitian terri-
tory, with very uneven land. Radios are the most
encompassing media, precisely due to this char-
acteristic: they are able to reach the most remote
sites and achieve national coverage. “At the same
time, regionalism can thrive within them, as they
have lower technological complexity and allow
for the existence of local stations, that can broad-
cast messages that are closer to the listener’s field
of experience”".

In accordance to Article 8 of the Haitian Con-
stitution of 1987, the territory of the Republic of
Haiti is made up of the western part of the island
of Haiti and the adjacent islands of La Genebra,
La Tortue, I'lle a Vache, les Cayemittes, La Navase,
La Grande Caye, This includes all of the other is-
land in the territorial sea, delimited to the East
by the Dominican Republic, to the North by the
Atlantic Ocean, to the South and West by the Ca-
ribbean Sea or the Sea of the Antilles®.

Internally, the country is divided into 10 de-
partments: Département de L'Ouest, Département
du Sud-est, Département du Nord, Département
de lartibonite, Département du Nord-Est, Dépar-
tement du Centre, Département du Sud, Départe-
ment de la Grande-Anse, Département du Nord-
Ouest, distributed throughout the 27,750 Km? of
territorial unity?. Estimates for the population in
2012 were of 10,413,211 inhabitants, a reflection
of the high fecundity rates: four children in rural
areas and three in the urban ones, which points
towards extremely young age bracket structures.

The last General Census of the Population
and Housing of Haiti made available by the Insti-
tut Hditien de Statistique et d’ Informatique®” was
carried out in 2003, when the population was
estimated at 8,373,750 inhabitants. According
to the survey, over 60% of the population lives
in rural areas. Only 8.5% of the households re-
ceive treated water. Workers are in essence au-
tonomous (82.1%), followed by far by “officials”
(12.7%) and health professionals (2.2%). What
predominates is the informal economy, and trade
workers selling on streets. According to the Inter-
national Labor Organization*, informal econo-
my “(...) refers to all of the economic activities of
workers and economic units that are not covered
or encompassed by formal provisions, due to the
legislation or to practice (...)".

Almost fifty per cent of the labor force in the
country works together as “farmers and quali-
fied workers in agriculture and fishery”. Anoth-
er 23.4% and 11.2%, respectively, are employed
as “service workers and workers in stores and
markets” and as “artisans and similar work-
ers in handicrafts.” In the urban areas, among
those who are employed, some work as “service
workers or in stores and markets” (35.7%) and
others in “arts and trades relating to workers in
handicrafts” (21.0%), while in the rural areas, the
majority of workers are rural workers (71.6%).
We underscore additionally the low rates of peo-
ple with a university degree, that is of only 1.1%
(1.4% of men compared to 0.7% of women).
The population is deemed to be young, most of
which, 35%, are less than 15 years of age.

As this is the reality, radios are considered to
be support in the struggle of Haitian communi-
ties for a better standard of living. As this is an
oral culture, there is a public educational radio,
created by a decree of the Haitian government on
December 6, 1972, called Educational Radio. Re-
garding community radios, we had the privilege
of receiving a document sharing the rich history
of community radios in Haiti.

The genesis of radios in Haiti is described
in this book, celebrating the 20 years of Sosyete
Animasyon Kominikasyon Sosyal, better known as
SAKS*. According to the document, radios are
the “main communication tool of the Haitian
people”: Community radios represent the great
resistance of Haiti. According to the SAKS book,
this movement had its origin in Bolivia and in
Colombia, in 1940%.

Notwithstanding this, there is no certainty
regarding the exact moment for the coming into
being of the first community radio in Haiti. Some
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of the first experiences recorded are described in
the document sent by SAKS*, very kindly released
for the present study. Considering this trajectory,
the importance of SAKS should be underscored
in the effective integration of community radi-
os in Haiti. Created in 1992, SAKS fights for the
democratization of communication in the coun-
try and is connected to the World Association of
Community Radio Broadcasters (AMARC).

SAKS’ commitment is to foster the right to
information, supporting “community radios as a
means for popular communication, for profound
social change, alternative development, the ad-
vent of a true democracy and reconstruction”
(translated from Spanish into Portuguese by the
author of the article). Challenges are countless,
especially those that arose after the wake of the
earthquake in January 2010, when SAKS had
its “infrastructure, equipment and materials
for many radios destroyed by the earthquake.”*
(translated from Spanish into Portuguese by the
author of the article). Furthermore, persecution
of community radios is quite frequent. With the
aim of guaranteeing freedom of popular com-
munication, and to give legitimacy to the move-
ment, SAKS launched the foundation for a draft
proposal, for a bill on community broadcasting,
in 2007. This continues to be a live struggle, as in
Haiti there is still no law that can regulate com-
munity radio broadcasts™.

SAKS is a partner of over forty community
radios and has two community radio projects in
communities — Petit Goave and Ile & Vache. Since
it was founded, SAKS supported the opening of
various community radios and participates in a
movement favoring community radios in Hai-
ti and that works, mainly in advocacy of social
movements, with a collective approach. The
purpose is the construction of a solidarity net-
work mediated by the creation of an alternative
communications network. It claims financial
independence for community radios, as a public
good. The objective is that “community radios
become engaged in the popular democratic fight,
and not be the property of a religious sector or of
other funding agencies”*.

Workshop on Community Radios in Haiti

The Canal Satide/Fiocruz organized a work-
shop for community radios, through a part-
nership with the DPSPE/MSPP/Haiti and with
AMARC/Haiti, with the support of the Centro
de Relages Internacionais and the Instituto de
Comunicagdo Cientifica e Tecnoldgica em Saiide,

both from Fiocruz. Initially, contact was made
with AMARC/Brazil with the goal of finding a
professional with experience in acting with com-
munity radios, connected to AMARC — and with
the same methodological base — one that could
speak French.

Founded in Canada, the World Association
of Radio Broadcasters exists since 1983. This is
an international non-government, lay non-profit
organization made up of a network of more than
four thousand community radios, Federations
and allies, present in over 115 countries. The de-
fense of the guarantee of diversity and plurality
in radio broadcasting and in audiovisual com-
munication services and particularly the democ-
ratization of communications are elements that
are part of its mission™.

The Workshop brought together 20 journal-
ists from 20 different community radios, two rep-
resentatives from each of the 10 departments of
Haiti. The event was held in the department of
Hinches, three hours away from the capital, Port
au Prince. The choice of this location for the event
fell under the responsibility of DPSPE/MSPP/
Haiti, justified by the wishes of the Ministry of
Health and Population to move to the hinterlands
with its actions, as a way of guaranteeing the per-
manence on site of all of the professionals, during
the 14 days that were foreseen for the workshop.

The goals of the workshop were to increase
awareness, mobilize and operationalize Haitian
radio broadcasters from the 10 departments in
the country, to approach topics in health, as part
of the programs of community radios in which
they were active (two radios per department).
Additionally, efforts were made to articulate a
network of community radios, as support to ac-
tions in health promotion by the DPSPE/MSPP.
These were the goals of the meeting”. During
the classes, despite the strong political motiva-
tion that the professionals claimed to have, what
was observed was that few had knowledge of the
technical terms, and the difference between the
models for programs used in radiobroadcast-
ing, issues that were tackled during the period in
which the workshop was held.

The workshop was organized in two stages.
The first lasted six days and concentrated on the
presentation of a tripartite cooperation project
and strategic planning of the DPSPE/MSPP/Hai-
ti, debates relating to health topics and the en-
vironment and neglected diseases, epidemiologic
surveillance, a broader health concept, health
promotion and the presentation and discussion
of different radiobroadcasting formats.



Radio broadcasters worked to identify the
difficulties relating to the Haitian reality, by
working in three different work groups: Great
South, Great North and Center. The highlights
referred to how hazardous information can be
if not adequately matched to the local reality.
The report was that there are health units that
are very remote, where it would take three days
for a Haitian citizen to get to. This revealed the
multiple obstacles in Haiti: poverty, difficulties
in displacement, passivity of the society and a
precarious access to internet. The importance of
working with information before communicat-
ing it to listeners was also mentioned. It had to be
clear that radio broadcasters could not treat the
ill person, but could leverage health promotion,
airing information and seeking help.

Regarding this aspect, direct contact with lis-
teners was deemed to be important, and opened
up questioning about which radiobroadcasting
formats each radio works with, and the mecha-
nisms they use to integrate to a community. The
importance of the presence of the Ministry of
Health and Population of Haiti was emphasized,
for a better approximation to community radios.
What the teams from the Canal Saiide observed
was that radio broadcasters, in their great major-
ity, had no academic training and acted as volun-
teers in their community radios™.

The second stage of the workshop consisted
of a discussion about the participants” experi-
ence, as well as practical exercises for the pro-
duction of different radiobroadcasting pieces.
Participants split up in groups and began to draft
thematic pieces: on HIV/AIDS, malaria, cholera,
tuberculosis, communication in health, child ex-
ploitation, garbage, drugs, among others, with
each group approaching a different topic. One
approach that stood out, that is common prac-
tice, is to give to another person back his/her own
role, leveraging the development of autonomy.

Under this perception, radio professionals
worked with several different group dynamics.
There was the exhibition of some documenta-
ries, among which a campaign against cholera.
Ensuing this, several jingles were presented for
the fight against AIDS, speaking about the use of
condoms, in five rhythms: axe, baido, brega, pa-
gode and rock, focusing on which public would
potentially receive each different rhythm. Spots
were presented as a continuity of the debate on
these themes: “a female condom”, “World Soccer
Cup”, “safe sex” and “conscious members of funk”.

When it came to tuberculosis, three spots were
presented, role- playing, the first with symptoms

of tuberculosis, prevention and ways of offering
treatment; the second, warnings on the symp-
tom of persistent coughing, the importance of
getting information and resorting to the health
center, and the last was a compilation of both.
Afterwards, a debate was proposed, with three
members at the debate table, a mediator and two
professionals in production.

During the workshop, there were some mo-
ments for participants to evaluate the process.
Members spoke about the moment and the op-
portunity of socializing, because formerly the
great majority did not know each other and they
were now together and had become friends. They
thanked the Tripartite Cooperation, the coordi-
nators and organizers of the event, for the partic-
ipative method, allowing Haitians to share their
knowledge and experiences. They recognized
that community radios are the basis for popular
organization and that music is a strategy that can
bring people together, besides mentioning the in-
terests shared in this group. This is how the topic
of inclusion was dealt with.

Another activity to motivate the group was
the one that worked with questions on “what I
like to listen to on radio”, “what I think I should
do on radio” and “which would be the radio
of my dreams”. These fundamental issues ap-
proached included themes such as: infrastruc-
ture, financing, regulations, programming and
audience. Radio broadcasters put together a list
of the urgent topics in radio programming, rais-
ing topics such as the rights of children, of wom-
en, of the elderly population, as well as issues that
guide agriculture and the health of physically
handicapped persons.

The following activity involved practicing
interviews for the radio. Journalists split up in
pairs, the interviewer and interviewee. Each in-
terviewee chose his/her theme, described as fol-
lows: mother’s day, cholera, youngsters, female
violence, children, environment, violence against
people and immigration. The following activity
involved carrying out a survey about some dis-
eases, among which were: malaria, tuberculosis,
cholera, Aids, syphilis, diarrhea and even violence
against women, sickle cell disease, immigration,
typhoid fever, environment, mental health, vac-
cination, chigoe flea, diabetes, hypertension and
rabies. A talk show, a debate and a round table
were put together, each group was responsible
for one of the formats. According to the Canal
Saiide, these exercises resulted in five pilot pro-
grams, 20 minutes each. All of the participants
took all five taped programs to their community
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radios on a pen drive, so they could be aired by
the 20 radios (from the 10 departments) repre-
sented at the workshop.

At the end of the workshop, the Canal Satide/
Fiocruz suggested a plan to articulate with com-
munity radios, for the epidemiologic surveillance
plan developed through the Tripartite Coopera-
tion Project Brazil-Cuba-Haiti, allowing for so-
cial-cultural and departmental diversity to be
respected, and to serve as a guide in the construc-
tion of health communication material produced
by radios. The idea is to involve epidemiologists
and communication officials from each depart-
ment with the professionals from the community
radios that have already been trained and sensi-
tized, with the proposal to create a link, under the
coordination of the DPSPE/MSPP/Haiti.

Final Considerations

Faced with the context of extreme poverty, po-
litical violence and catastrophes, besides an oral
culture, radios are vehicles that have the ability
to mediate conflicts, minimize pain and foster
an enhancement in health conditions, in life; by
building images that can generate hope and fun-
damentally mobilize the population to face its
problems. Radios are the main mediators of in-
formation and culture in Haiti. Community radi-
os represent the voice of the community, the vehi-
cle through which the peoples can express them-
selves, interact, mediate their demands, preserve
their values, their memory, and their history, be-
sides giving legitimacy to the popular movement.
In this scenario, the philosophy of the ra-
diobroadcasting workshop was to explore the
potential of radios as an educational vehicle, for
the exercise of citizenship, one able to motivate
a change of practices, even in the field of health.
Radios use oral language, tell stories that are
not static: it is necessary to remind the listener
at each instant of the topic that is being debat-
ed. The best results are obtained through the
construction of short phrases, simple and clear.
Speaking very quickly, clearly and precisely, with
agility, articulated with reality, with facts.
Participants at the workshop kept their en-
gagement during the entire course, with the
expectation of taking back with them this con-
struction, shared, negotiated, integrating knowl-
edge and practice , an exchange of experiences,
of health, generating life, that is, a gift. In a coun-
try where natural disasters are frequent, means
of communication are the engine that lever-

ages mobilization, prevention, the redemption
of confidence in the face of so many risks and
vulnerability. In Haiti, radios help in the recon-
struction of a country that is a “work quarry”.
Broadcasts from community radios can transver-
sally permeate actions in health and contribute to
supporting the capillarity of actions, with a view
to rebuilding the national health system in Haiti.

Thereisasense of urgency to rethink guidelines
for the execution of the Project drafted through
the Brazil-Cuba-Haiti partnership, making man-
ifest the priority for Brazilian professionals to lis-
ten to the real needs of health professionals in the
MSPP, and for the professionals in communica-
tion in the context of Haitian community radios.
While mobilizing the promotion and prevention
network, the peculiarities of the Haitian territo-
rial extension should be made known, in terms
of the acute lack of health assistance. A diagnosis
offers subsidies for an emergency approach geared
to priorities, but one that will foresee projects for
the medium and long terms, in a pro-active move-
ment that will preserve the culture, but leverage
actions to overcome inequities and make health
promotion in the country effective.

For the Direction in Health Promotion and
Prevention of the Environment (DPSPE/MSPP),
in this context, the Haitian “basic unit offices” of
the MSPP/Haiti, the “UCS Bureau”, whose pur-
pose is that of regionalizing actions and services
in health, by decentralizing, are strategic spaces,
allied to the work in partnership with commu-
nity radios. They appear as artisans, architects
of the ties that allow for adherence and breadth
in health actions, motivating autonomy and cre-
ativity in health care. Vehicles of expectations and
hope. Mediators for the construction of policies
aimed at fostering access to health information
for the population, and articulated with demands
for services and with standards of quality of life*
defined by Haitians themselves.

Community radios therefore constitute the
instrument to redeem the space for expression
for Haitian peoples, attesting to their memory
and identity. A mechanism to induce change and
transformation in the public health context in
Haiti. A power able to mobilize the population
of Haiti in a permanent way. These are thoughts
that were recompiled at the First Workshop on
Community Radios from the Tripartite Cooper-
ation Project Brazil-Cuba-Haiti, whose greatest
value is the record of a collective narrative — albe-
it partial and limited — in which experiences and
shared moments with their wealth and contradic-
tions are highlighted®.
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