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Scientific Note

A Second Species of Leptoglossus (Hemiptera: Coreidae: Coreinae)
Feeding on a Magnaliid
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Uma Segunda Espécie de Leptoglossus (Hemiptera: Coreidae: Coreinag)
Alimentando-se de Magndlia

RESUMO - Encontrou-se o coreideo Leptoglossus dilaticollis Guérin
alimentando-se de magndlia, Michelia champaca em Londrina, PR. Apenas
outros quatro coreideos aimentam-se de membros desse grupo primitivo de
plantas, sendo um deles também pertencente ao género Leptoglossus.

PALAVRAS-CHAVE: Insecta, Heteroptera, planta hospedeira.

The foodplants of more than 200 coreids
are known (Schaefer & Mitchell 1983,
Schaefer & O'Shea 1979); of these 200 spe-
cies, only four feed on members of the primi-
tive (Cronquist 1968) dicot subclass
Magnoliidae. One of these four species is
Leptoglossus fulvicornis (Westwood). This
species, athough originally described from
South America (Westwood 1842), isactually
largely restricted to the eastern United States
(Allen 1969, Froeschner 1988), whereit feeds
on the young fruit of several Magnolia spp.
(see description of its biology in Heidemann
1910).

Because feeding on magnoliidsisunusual
in Coreidae (and, indeed, in Heteroptera
[Schaefer, unpublished]), it is worth record-
ing another speciesof Leptoglossusalso found
feeding on amagnoliid.

In March, 1997, we collected Lepto-
glossus dilaticollis Guérin on Michelia
champaca (Magnoliaceae), in Parque Arthur

Thomas (Londrina, Parana State, Brazil).
Only adultswere taken; they werefeeding in
groups of 8-12 on the ripening fruits of sev-
eral trees along a path near a stream.
Thishost plant is not native to Brazil ; the
genusMicheliaistropical-Asian and Chinese.
But feeding on magnoliid plantsin very unu-
sual in Heteroptera; therefore we believe that
the native Brazilian host of Leptoglossus
dilaticolliswill also proveto be amagnoliid.
In hisrevision of the genus, Allen (1969)
writesthat L. fulvicornis"and dilaticollisre-
semble each other to someextent [,]" but "the
resemblanceismore superficia than anindi-
cation of closerelationship”(pp.80-81). Nev-
ertheless, thefact that these two species share
the highly unusual habit of feeding on
magnoliid plants, increasesthe possibility that
they are in fact phylogeneticaly closely re-
lated. Although L. fulvicornis occurs in the
eastern U.S,, one specimen from Méxicowas
intercepted in Brownsville, Texas; and L.
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dilaticollis has been recorded from México
(Allen 1969). The distributions of the two
speciesmay belessdisjunct than they appear.
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