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ORRESPONDENCE

n the recurrence rate of
utaneous tumors treated

of  specimens  in  the  cryostat,  necessary  for  preparing  the
slides.  For  this  reason,  validation  of  the  coincidence  of  sur-
gical  margins  in  paraffin,  as  used  in  the  work  by  Otsuka
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ear  Editor,

e  read  with  interest  the  article  by  Dr.  Otsuka  et  al.,
n  which  they  used  a  peripheral  sampling  technique  with

 parallel  incision  of  the  lateral  and  deep  surgical  mar-
ins  of  cutaneous  carcinomas  (basal  cell  and  squamous  cell
arcinomas).  Moreover,  they  validated  the  concordance  of
he  identification  of  compromised  margins  with  subsequent
nalysis  of  the  paraffin-embedded  specimens.1 We  would
ike  to  congratulate  the  authors  and  make  comments  regard-
ng  the  method,  its  validation,  and  conclusions  about  the
ecurrence  rate.

We  encourage  the  study  of  operative  techniques  in  micro-
raphic  surgery,  as  well  as  in  the  processing  of  surgical
pecimens,  which  may  lead  to  effective  and  faster  proce-
ures,  with  lower  cost  and  morbidity  rates.  Initially,  for
larifying  purposes,  it  should  be  noted  that  the  technique
sed  by  the  authors  is  identical  to  the  Tübingen  method,
ne  of  the  most  employed  modalities  in  Europe.2

When  meta-analytically  analyzed,  the  results  of  10,424
asal  cell  carcinomas  operated  on  by  micrographic  surgery,
he  different  micrographic  surgery  techniques  do  not  show
verall  differences  in  recurrence  rates  between  them  (1%
o  3%),  although  there  are  no  parallel  comparative  studies
hat  could  explore  their  peculiarities.  Primary  tumors  have

 recurrence  rate  that  ranges  from  1%  to  3%,  and  relapses,
f  2%  to  5%.3,4

Interestingly,  false-negative  margins  can  occur  in  discon-
inuous  tumors  (such  as  multicentric  basal  cell  carcinoma

 BCCs),  with  thin  areas  (e.g.,  tumors  with  perineural
nvasion),  recurrences  under  flaps/grafts,  and  because  of
echnical  problems  during  preparation  of  the  slides.  On

he  other  hand,  false-positive  margins  can  occur  due  to
onfusion  with  cross-sections  of  follicular  bulbs,  due  to  the
nflammatory  infiltrate,  or  in  the  initial  spare  sectionning

� Study conducted at the Department of Dermatology, Faculty of
edicine, Universidade Estadual Paulista, Botucatu, SP, Brazil.
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365-0596/© 2023 Sociedade Brasileira de Dermatologia. Published by E
Y license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
t  al.,  may  not  be  plausible,  as  it  may  overestimate  the
nvolvement  of  the  margins,  since  the  outermost  sections
ere  previously  sampled  and  analyzed  intraoperatively,  in

hicker  sections  than  the  ones  in  paraffin.
When  analyzing,  separately  the  recurrence  rates

escribed  by  the  authors  for  primary  basal  cell  carcinomas
0.3%)  and  the  recurrent  ones  (4.3%),  we  found  that  there
as  supplementation  of  the  surgical  treatment  with  radio-

herapy  in  97%  of  the  cases,  which  is  unusual,  especially  for
asal  cell  carcinomas  (80%  of  the  sample),  given  the  use  of

 surgical  technique  that  verifies  100%  of  the  surgical  mar-
ins  aiming  at  complete  cure  and  recurrence  prevention.
lthough  the  literature  has  publications  that  suggest  exclu-
ive  radiotherapy  as  a  treatment  option  for  BCCs,  with  good
esults  and  local  control  of  up  to  96%  of  cases,  studies  on  the
ffectiveness  of  adjuvant  radiotherapy  in  preventing  recur-
ences  in  micrographic  surgeries  are  still  necessary.5 In  the
eantime,  the  recurrence  rate  found  by  the  authors  cannot
e  attributed  only  to  the  surgical  technique,  but  to  the  com-
ination  between  micrographic  surgery  and  complementary
adiotherapy.

Finally,  the  completion  of  micrographic  surgeries  with
nly  one  stage  in  72%  of  cases  prompts  the  discussion  of
ndication  criteria,  aiming  to  maximize  the  cost-benefit  to
he  detriment  of  conventional  oncological  surgery,  since  the
atter  is  more  accessible,  both  technically  and  financially  for
he  health  system.
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