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Para os periodicos nacionais, 0 Qualis, lista elaborada
pela Coordenacdo de Aperfeigoamento de Pessoal de Nivel
Superior - Capes do Ministério da Educacdo, tem-se
constituido em referencial de importancia quando da tomada
de decisdo dos autores em submeter seus artigos neste ou outro
periddico. O Qualis é classificagdo de veiculos de divulgacéo
da producdo intelectual brasileira em suas diversas areas, e ndo
apenas na area da sade. Foi implantado em 1998 e vem sendo
utilizado pela Capes como um dos principais indicadores para
a avaliagdo dos cursos de poOs-graduacdo strictu sensu.
Subdivide-se em internacional e nacional. O Journal Citation
Reports (JCR) é adotado como referéncia base para a
classificagdo dos periddicos de circulagdo internacional,
segundo seus fatores de impacto. Assim, periédicos com fator
de impacto igual ou superior a mediana da area sdo
classificados como Qualis Internacional A (IntA), e os com
fator de impacto abaixo da mediana séo classificados como
Qualis Internacional B (IntB). Como exemplo, 0s Archives of
Dermatology sdo classificados como IntA, e o International
Journal of Dermatology, como IntB. Os periddicos
considerados Qualis Internacional C (IntC) sdo aqueles com
fator de impacto ndo detectado, mas catalogados nas bases
Medline e Tropical Diseases Bulletin, entre outras. Pertence a
esse grupo a Revista do Instituto de Medicina Tropical de S&o
Paulo. Pertencem & categoria Qualis Nacional A (NacA) os
periodicos indexados no SciELO e ao Qualis Nacional B
(NacB) os periddicos, nacionais ou ndo, indexados no Lilacs,
Embase, Excerpta Médica ou que sejam editados por
sociedades cientificas nacionais representativas da area.
Correspondem ao Qualis Nacional C (NacC) aqueles que néo
preenchem as exigéncias acima. A ordem de categorizagéo dos
periddicos no sistema obedece & seguinte escala de valores:
Qualis IntA > IntB > IntC > NacA> NacB > NacC.

Ao serem indexados no SciELO a partir de 2003, os
Anais Brasileiros de Dermatologia passaram a preencher os
critérios para 0 nivel Qualis NacA e sdo no momento
classificados pela Capes como IntC, desde que catalogados no
Tropical Diseases Bulletin (www.cabi-publishing.org). Trata-
se de informe altamente auspicioso e motivador, pois 0s Anais
passam, a rigor, a exercer um poder de atracdo similar ao de
periddicos tradicionais no vasto campo de abrangéncia da
Dermatologia. Esse avango tem que ser preservado e ampliado
e 0 serd com o aperfeicoamento constante da produgdo
intelectual da Dermatologia brasileira.

Coerentes com 0 proposito acima, 0s Anais passam a
contar com assessoria de especialista em Metodologia
Cientifica e Estatistica, iniciativa absolutamente incomum,
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QUALLIS is a national periodical list which has been
elaborated by CAPES (Coordination for Improvement of Higher-
Level Manpower), an agency within Brazil's Ministry of
Education. It has become an important reference to assist authors
in deciding whether to submit articles to this or other journals. In
fact, QUALIS is a system aimed at classifying the publishing
vehicles that divulge Brazil's intellectual and scientific production
in diverse areas beyond the field of health sciences per se. It was
implemented in 1998 and has been used by CAPES as one of its
main indicators for assessing fully accredited graduate studies
programs in Brazil. It is subdivided into international and national
sections. The Journal Citation Reports (JCR) have been adopted as
a basis for classifying internationally circulating periodicals
according to their impact. Accordingly, periodicals with an impact
factor greater or equal to the average in the area are classified as
QUALIS International (IntA), while those with a lower than
average impact factor are labeled QUALIS International B (IntB).
For example, the Archives of Dermatology are classified as IntA,
and the International Journal of Dermatology as IntB. Finally,
periodicals classified as QUALIS International C (IntC) are those
with an undetected impact factor, but listed nonetheless in
databases such as Medline and the Tropical Diseases Bulletin,
among others. The Journal of the Sao Paulo Institute of Tropical
Medicine belongs to this latter group. In turn, QUALIS National
category A (NatA) features periodicals indexed in SciELO,
whereas QUALIS National B (NatB) includes periodicals indexed
in Lilacs, Embase, Excerpta Médica, whether they are national or
not, or those edited by Brazilian scientific societies that are
representative of the area. National QUALIS C (NatC) assembles
periodicals that do not fulfill the above requirements. Periodicals
are categorized in the system according to the following value
scale: QUALIS IntA> IntB > IntC > NatA > NatB > Nat C.

Ever since being indexed in SciELO in 2003, the
Brazilian Annals of Dermatology have satisfied the criteria for
inclusion in QUALIS level NatA. Meanwhile, the review was
classified by CAPES as IntC after being catalogued in the
Tropical Diseases Bulletin (www.cabi-publishing.org). This is
a highly promising and motivating achievement because the
Annals have indeed sparked a power of attraction in Brazil
akin to the traditional periodicals operating within the vast
scope and field of Dermatology. We must do our utmost to
preserve this breakthrough. With steady improvement of
Brazil's intellectual and scientific production in Dermatology,
we shall also manage to expand it.

In a bid to heighten the coherence of the aforementioned
proposal, the Annals now rely on the advice of specialists in
Scientific and Statistical Methodology. This is by no means an
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mesmo em meio aos grandes e tradicionais periodicos
especializados em Dermatologia, como exposto em artigo
recém-publicado no Journal of the American Academy of
Dermatology (J Am Acad Dermatol 2004; 51: 234-240).
Portanto, como demonstrado no fluxograma apresentado na
edicdo anterior dos Anais, os artigos submetidos que
contenham analises quantitativas serdo objeto de avaliagdo
metodoldgica e estatistica, antes mesmo da avaliacdo por parte
dos Editores.

Longe de significar entraves a publicagdo, o que
buscam os Anais é motivar e estimular os autores a elevar mais
e mais a qualidade de seus artigos de investigacdo, casos
clinicos e demais trabalhos, e incentiva-los a considerar 0s
Anais uma das primeiras opgBes de publicacdo. Estaremos
juntos nessa determinacéo.

ordinary initiative even amongst the major and traditional
periodicals, as recently reported in the Journal of the American
Academy of Dermatology (J Am Acad Dermatol 2004; 51: 234-
240). As illustrated in the flow chart presented in the previous
issue of the Annals, submitted articles featuring quantitative
analyses will now be subject to a methodological and statistical
evaluation even prior to being assessed by the Editors.

These new standards are anything but obstacles to
being published. What the Annals seek foremost is to motivate
and stimulate authors to raise the bar ever higher in articles
dealing with clinical investigation, case reports and other
topics. We seek to incentivize authors to consider the Annals
one of their premier options for publishing. We should like to
join you in making this a most accomplished joint
undertaking.
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